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CHAPTER ON E 

-? 
HOW TOT)!!PEN  YOU R LOVE 

FO^IilElIBLE 

A QUICKENING THA T WIL L LAS T mus t com e throug h 

the Word of God. A man stood up in one of our meetings an d 

said he hoped fo r enough ou t o f the series of meetings to las t 

him al l his life. I  told him h e migh t a s well tr y to ea t enoug h 

breakfast a t one tim e t o las t him a  lifetime. Tha t i s a mistake 

that peopl e ar e making, · they ar e running t o religiou s meet -

ings, and the y thin k th e meeting s ar e going t o d o th e work . 

But if these don' t bring you into closer contact with the Word 

of God , th e whol e impressio n wil l b e gon e i n three months . 

The mor e yo u lov e th e Scriptures , th e firme r wil l b e you r 

faith. There i s little backsliding when people love the Bible. 

If you com e int o close r contac t wit h th e Word , yo u wil l 
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gain somethin g tha t wil l last , becaus e th e Wor d o f 

God i s going t o endure . I n Psal m 11 9 David praye d 

nine time s tha t Go d woul d quicke n him—accordin g 

to Hi s Word , Hi s law , Hi s judgment , Hi s precepts , 

and so forth . 

If I  could sa y something tha t would induc e Chris -

tians t o hav e a  deepe r lov e fo r th e Wor d o f God , I 

should fee l thi s to b e th e mos t importan t servic e tha t 

could b e rendere d t o them . D o yo u ask : Ho w ca n I 

come t o lov e th e Bible ? Well, i f you wil l onl y arous e 

yourself t o the study of it , and ask God's assistance, H e 

will assuredly help you. 

GOD'S WORD AND OUR WORK 

The Wor d an d work make healthy Christians . I f i t 

be all Word an d no work, peopl e will suffer fro m wha t 

I may call religious gout. On th e other hand, i f it be all 

work and no Word, i t will not be long before the y will 

fall int o al l kinds o f si n an d error , s o that the y wil l d o 

more har m tha n good . Bu t i f we firs t stud y th e Wor d 

and then g o to work, we shall be healthy, useful Chris -

tians. I  never sa w a  fruit-bearing Christia n wh o wa s 

not a  student o f th e Bible . I f a  man neglect s hi s Bible , 

he ma y pray and as k God to use him i n Hi s work,· but 

God cannot make use of him, for there is not much fo r 

the Holy Spiri t to work upon. We must have the Word 

itself, which i s sharper tha n an y two-edged sword (se e 

Hebrews 4:12). 

We hav e a  great man y praye r meetings , bu t ther e 
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is something jus t a s importan t a s prayer , an d tha t i s 

that w e read ou r Bibles , tha t we have Bibl e study an d 

Bible lecture s an d Bibl e classes , s o tha t w e ma y ge t 

hold o f the Word o f God . Whe n I  pray, I  talk to God , 

but when I  read the Bible , God i s talking to me ; and i t 

is really more importan t tha t Go d shoul d speak t o m e 

than tha t I  should speak to Him. 

I believe we should know better ho w to pra y i f we 

knew ou r Bible s better . Wha t i s an arm y goo d fo r i f 

they don' t kno w how t o use thei r weapons? Wha t i s a 

young man starting out in the Christian work good fo r 

if he doe s no t kno w ho w t o use his Bible? A man isn' t 

worth muc h i n battl e i f h e ha s an y doub t abou t hi s 

weapon, and I  have never found a  man who has doubt s 

about th e Bibl e who ha s amounted t o muc h i n Chris -

tian work . I  have see n wor k afte r wor k wrecke d be -

cause me n los t confidenc e i n th e spiri t o f thi s ol d 

Book. 

WE AR E NO T FOUNTAIN S OURSELVES ; 

BUT TH E WOR D O F GO D I S TH E TRU E 

FOUNTAIN. 

If young convert s wan t t o b e use d o f God , the y 

must feed on Hi s Word. Their experience may be very 

good an d profitabl e a t the outset , an d the y ma y hel p 

others by tellin g it, · but i f they keep o n doin g nothin g 
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else but tellin g thei r experience , i t wil l soo n becom e 

stale and unprofitable , an d peopl e wil l weary o f hear -

ing the same thing over and over again. But when the y 

have tol d ho w the y hav e bee n converted , th e nex t 

thing i s to fee d o n th e Word . W e ar e no t fountain s 

ourselves, but the Word of God i s the true fountain . 

And if we feed on the Word, i t will be so easy then 

to speak t o others, · and no t onl y that , bu t we shal l b e 

growing in grace all the while, and others will take no-

tice o f ou r wal k an d conversation . S o fe w gro w be -

cause s o fe w study . I  would advis e al l young convert s 

to kee p a s much a s they can i n th e compan y o f mor e 

experienced Christians . I  like to keep i n the societ y of 

those wh o kno w mor e tha n I  do ; an d I  never los e a 

chance of getting all the good I  can out of them. Stud y 

the Bibl e carefully an d prayerfully, · as k of other s wha t 

this passag e means an d what tha t passag e means , an d 

when yo u hav e becom e practicall y acquainte d wit h 

the grea t truth s th e Scripture s contain , yo u wil l hav e 

less t o fea r fro m th e world , th e flesh , an d th e devil . 

You will not be disappointed i n your Christian life . 

IF YOU GE T TIRE D O F TH E WOR D O F 

GOD, AN D I T BECOME S WEARISOM E T O 

YOU, YO U AR E OU T O F COMMUNIO N 

WITH HIM . 

16 
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People ar e constantly saying : We wan t somethin g 

new: som e ne w doctrine , som e ne w idea . Depen d 

upon it , m y friends , i f yo u ge t tire d o f th e Wor d o f 

God, an d it becomes wearisome to you, you are out of 

communion wit h Him . 

When I  was in Baltimore , m y window looke d ou t 

on a n Episcopa l church . Th e stained-glas s window s 

were dul l an d uninviting b y day , bu t whe n th e light s 

shone throug h a t night , ho w beautifu l the y were ! So 

when th e Hol y Spiri t touche s th e eye s o f your under -

standing and you see Christ shining through the page s 

of the Bible, it becomes a new Book to you. 

A REVELATIO N O F GOD' S LOV E 

A young lad y onc e too k u p a  nove l t o read , bu t 

found i t dul l an d uninteresting . Som e month s after -

ward, sh e wa s introduce d t o th e autho r an d i n th e 

course o f tim e becam e hi s wife . Sh e the n foun d tha t 

there was something in the book, and her opinion o f it 

changed. Th e chang e wa s not i n the book , bu t i n her -

self. She had com e to know an d love the writer . Som e 

Christians read the Bible as a duty, if they read i t at all,· 

but a s soo n a s a  ma n o r woma n see s Chris t a s th e 

chiefest amon g te n thousand , th e Bibl e becomes th e 

revelation o f th e Father' s lov e an d become s a  never -

ending charm . A  gentleman aske d another , "D o yo u 

often rea d th e Bible? " "No," was the answer , " I frankl y 

admit I  do no t lov e God. " "N o mor e di d I, " the firs t 

replied, "but God loved me." 
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A great man y peopl e see m t o thin k tha t th e Bibl e 

is out-of-date, tha t i t i s an old book , an d they thin k i t 

has passe d it s day . They sa y i t was very goo d fo r th e 

Dark Ages, and that there i s some very good history in 

it, but i t was not intende d fo r the presen t time, · we are 

living i n a  very enlightene d ag e an d men ca n ge t o n 

very well without the Old Book, · we have outgrown it . 

You might just a s well sa y that th e sun , which ha s 

shone s o long, i s now so old that i t i s out-of-date, an d 

that wheneve r a  man build s a  house h e nee d no t pu t 

any windows in it, because we have a newer light and a 

better light, · we have gaslight an d electric light . Thes e 

are newer,· and I would advise people, i f they think th e 

Bible is too old and worn out , when the y build houses, 

not t o pu t window s i n them , bu t jus t t o ligh t the m 

with electri c light, · that i s something ne w an d tha t i s 

what they are anxious for . 

A PROMIS E A N D PROVISIO N FO R 

EVERY SITUATIO N 

Bear in mind ther e i s no situation i n life fo r whic h 

you canno t fin d som e wor d o f consolatio n i n Scrip -

ture. I f you ar e in affliction, i f you ar e in adversity an d 

trial, ther e i s a promise fo r you . I n joy an d sorrow , i n 

health an d i n sickness , i n povert y an d i n riches , i n 

every condition o f life , God has a promise stored up in 

His Word fo r you. I n one way or another ever y case is 

met, an d th e trut h i s commended t o ever y man' s con -

science. Someone has said, 
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'-' "If  you are  impatient, sit  down quietly and commune with 

Job." 

'«" "If you are  strongbeaded, read  ojMoses and  Peter." 

Ö "If you are  weak-kneed, look  at Elijah. " 

Ö "If there is no song in your heart,  listen  to David. " 

Ö "If you are  a politician, read Daniel." 

Ö "If you are  getting sordid, read  Isaiah. " 

® "If  you are  chilly, read of the beloved disciple." 

® "If your faith is  low, read Paul." 

® "If  you are  getting lazy, read  James." 

Ö "If you are  losing sight of the future, read  in Revelation of 

the Promised Land. " 

It i s said tha t Richar d Baxter , autho r o f The  Saints' 

Everlasting Rest,  felt th e forc e o f miracle s chiefly i n hi s 

youth,· in maturer years he was more impresse d by ful -

filled prophecy, · an d towar d th e en d o f hi s life h e fel t 

the deepes t satisfactio n i n hi s ow n rip e experienc e o f 

the power of the Gospel . 

A SOURCE O F GREA T PEAC E 

In Psal m 119:165 , w e fin d thes e words : "Grea t 

peace hav e thos e wh o lov e You r law , an d nothin g 

causes them to stumble." The study of God's Word will 

secure peace . Tak e thos e Christian s wh o ar e roote d 

and grounde d i n the Wor d o f God , an d you wil l fin d 

they have grea t peace,· but those who don' t study thei r 

Bible, an d don' t know thei r Bible , are easily offende d 
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when som e little trouble comes, or some little persecu-

tion, and their peace is all disturbed. Just a  little breath 

of opposition an d they stumble,· their peace is all gone. 

Sometimes I  am amazed to see how little i t takes to 

drive al l peace and comfort fro m som e people . A slan-

dering tongue wil l readil y blas t it . Bu t i f we hav e th e 

peace o f God , th e worl d canno t tak e tha t fro m us . I t 

cannot giv e it, · i t canno t destro y it . W e mus t ge t i t 

from abov e the world. I t is the peace that Chris t gives. 

Christ said , "Blessed is he who is not offended becaus e 

of Me." Now, you wil l notic e tha t whereve r ther e i s a 

Bible-taught Christian , on e wh o ha s hi s Bibl e wel l 

marked, an d wh o dail y feed s upo n th e Wor d wit h 

prayerful meditation , he will not be easily offended . 

Such are the people who are growing and working 

all the while. But it is the peopl e who never open thei r 

Bibles, who neve r stud y th e Scriptures , wh o becom e 

offended, an d ar e wonderin g wh y the y ar e havin g 

such a  hard time . They ar e the person s wh o tel l yo u 

that Christianity i s not what i t has been recommende d 

to them, that they have found i t is not all that we claim 

it to be . The rea l trouble is , they hav e not don e a s the 

Lord ha s tol d the m t o do . The y hav e neglecte d th e 

Word o f God . I f they ha d been studyin g th e Wor d of 

God, they would not be in that condition. They woul d 

not hav e wandered thes e years away from God , livin g 

on th e husk s o f th e world . The y hav e neglecte d t o 

care fo r th e ne w life , the y haven' t fe d it, · and the poo r 

soul, being starved, sinks into weakness and decay, and 

2 0 
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is easily stumbled or offended. I f a man i s born o f God , 

he cannot thrive without God . 

WE TAK E GOO D CAR E O F THI S BOD Y 

THAT W E INHABI T FOR A DA Y .  . .  BU T 

THE INNE R MAN , WHIC H I S T O LIV E O N 

FOREVER, I S LEA N AN D STARVED . 

I me t a  ma n wh o confesse d hi s sou l ha d fe d o n 

nothing fo r fort y years . "Well, " said I , "tha t i s prett y 

hard fo r th e soul—givin g i t nothin g t o fee d on! " That 

man is a type of thousands and tens of thousands today,· 

their poor souls are starving. We take good care of thi s 

body tha t w e inhabi t fo r a  day, an d we cloth e it , an d 

deck it , and by and by i t is going into the grav e to de -

cay,· but th e inne r man , whic h i s to liv e on forever , i s 

lean an d starved . "Ma n shal l no t liv e by brea d alone , 

but b y ever y wor d tha t proceed s fro m th e mout h o f 

God." 

THE GUIDEBOO K T O TH E 

CHRISTIAN'S JOURNE Y 

If a man is traveling and does not know where he is 

going to, or how he is going to get there, you know he 

has a good dea l o f trouble , and does not enjoy th e tri p 

as much a s if he has a guidebook a t hand. I t is not saf e 

traveling, and he does not know how to make throug h 
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connections. Now , th e Bible  i s a  guideboo k i n th e 

journey of life, and the only one that points the way to 

heaven. "Your word i s a lamp to m y fee t an d a  light t o 

my path." 

Let us take hee d the n no t t o refus e th e ligh t an d 

the help i t gives. 
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