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First Day 

THE GO D O F OU R SALVATIO N 

My soul waiteth only upon God [marg. is silent unto 

God]; from Aim comcth my salvation.—Psalm 62:1 
(A.S.V.). 

IF SALVATIO N indeed come s from God , an d i s 
entirely Hi s work , jus t a s our creatio n was , 

it follows , a s a  matte r o f course , tha t ou r first 
and highes t dut y i s to wait o n Hi m t o do tha t 
work a s please s Him . Waitin g become s the n 
the onl y wa y t o th e experienc e o f a  ful l salva -
tion, th e onl y way , trul y t o kno w Go d a s th e 
God o f ou r salvation . Al l th e difficultie s tha t 
are brough t forward , a s keeping u s back fro m 
full salvation , hav e thei r caus e i n thi s on e 
thing: the defective knowledg e an d practic e of 
waiting upo n God . Al l tha t th e Churc h an d 
its member s nee d fo r th e manifestatio n o f th e 
mighty powe r o f Go d i n di e worl d i s th e 
return t o our tru e place , the place tha t belong s 
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to us , bot h i n creatio n an d redemption , th e 
place o f absolut e an d unceasin g dependenc e 
upon God . Le t u s striv e t o se e wha t th e ele -
ments ar e tha t mak e u p thi s mos t blesse d an d 
needful waitin g upo n God . I t ma y hel p u s t o 
discover th e reason s wh y thi s grac e i s s o littl e 
cultivated, an d t o fee l ho w infinitel y desirabl e 
it i s that th e Church , tha t we ourselves , should 
at any price learn it s blessed secret . 

The dee p nee d fo r thi s waitin g o n Go d lie s 
equally i n th e natur e o f ma n an d th e natur e 
of God . God , a s Creator , formed man , t o be a 
vessel i n whic h H e coul d sho w fort h Hi s 
power an d goodness . Man wa s no t t o have i n 
himself a  fountain o f life , o r strength , o r hap -
piness. Th e ever-livin g an d onl y livin g On e 
was eac h momen t t o be the Communicato r t o 
him o f al l tha t h e needed . Man' s glor y an d 
blessedness wa s no t t o b e independent , o r de -
pendent upo n himself , bu t dependen t o n a 
God o f suc h infinit e riche s an d love . Man wa s 
to have th e joy o f receivin g ever y momen t ou t 
of th e fullness o f God . This was his blessedness 
as an Unfälle n creature . 

When h e fel l fro m God , h e wa s still more 
absolutely dependen t o n Him. There was not 
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the slightes t hop e o f hi s recover y ou t o f hi s 
state o f death , bu t i n God , Hi s powe r an d 
mercy. I t i s Go d alon e wh o bega n th e wor k 
of redemption . I t i s Go d alon e wh o continue s 
and carrie s i t o n eac h momen t i n eac h indi -
vidual believer . Eve n i n th e regenerat e ma n 
there i s n o power o f goodnes s i n himself . H e 
has and can have nothing that he does not eac h 
moment receive ; and waitin g o n God i s just as 
indispensable, an d mus t b e jus t a s continuou s 
and unbroken , a s the breathing tha t maintain s 
his natura l life . 

It i s the n becaus e Christian s d o no t kno w 
their relatio n t o Go d o f absolut e povert y an d 
helplessness, tha t the y hav e n o sens e o f th e 
need o f absolut e and unceasin g dependence , o r 
the unspeakabl e blessednes s o f continua l wait -
ing o n God . Bu t whe n onc e a  believe r begin s 
to se e it , an d consen t t o it , tha t h e b y th e 
Holy Spiri t mus t eac h momen t receiv e wha t 
God eac h momen t works , waiting o n Go d be -
comes his brightest hop e and joy . As he appre -
hends ho w God , a s God , a s infinit e Love , de-
lights t o impar t Hi s ow n natur e t o Hi s chil d 
as full y a s H e can , ho w Go d i s no t wear y o f 
each momen t keepin g charg e o f hi s lif e an d 
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strength, h e wonder s tha t h e eve r though t 
otherwise o f Go d tfian  a s a  Go d t o be waite d 
on al l th e day . Go d unceasingl y givin g an d 
working; Hi s chil d unceasingl y waitin g an d 
receiving; thi s i s th e blesse d life . 

"Truly m y sou l waitet h upo n God ; fro m 
him comet h m y salvation. " Firs t w e wai t o n 
God fo r salvation . The n w e lear n tha t salva -
tion i s onl y t o brin g u s t o God , an d teac h u s 
to wai t o n Him . The n w e find  wha t i s bette r 
still, tha t waitin g o n Go d i s itsel f th e highes t 
salvation. I t i s the ascribin g t o Hi m di e glor y 
of bein g All ; i t i s the experiencin g tha t H e i s 
All t o us. May God teac h u s die blessedness of 
waiting o n Him ! 

My soul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God! 



Second Day 

ÃÇÅ KEYNOT E O F LIF E 

/ have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.—Genesis 
49:18. 

IT i s NO T EAS Y t o sa y exactl y i n wha t sens e 
Jacob use d thes e words , in th e mids t o f hi s 

prophecies i n regar d t o th e futur e o f hi s sons . 
But the y d o certainl y indicat e tha t bot h fo r 
himself an d fo r the m his expectation was fro m 
God alone . I t wa s God' s salvatio n h e waite d 
for; a  salvatio n whic h Go d ha d promise d an d 
which God Himsel f alon e coul d work out . H e 
knew himsel f an d hi s son s t o b e unde r God' s 
charge. Jehova h th e everlastin g Go d woul d 
show i n the m wha t Hi s savin g powe r i s an d 
does. The words point forward t o that wonder -
ful histor y o f redemptio n whic h i s no t ye t 
finished, an d t o the gloriou s futur e i n eternit y 
whither i t i s leading . They sugges t t o u s ho w 
there i s n o salvatio n bu t God' s salvation , an d 
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how waiting o n Go d fo r that , whether fo r ou r 
personal experience , o r i n wide r circles , i s ou r 
first duty , ou r tru e blessedness . 

Let u s think o f ourselves , and th e inconceiv -
ably gloriou s salvatio n Go d ha s wrough t fo r 
us i n Christ , an d i s no w purposin g t o wor k 
out an d t o perfec t i n u s b y Hi s Spirit . Le t u s 
meditate unti l w e somewha t realiz e tha t ever y 
participation o f thi s grea t salvation , fro m mo -
ment t o moment , mus t b e th e wor k o f Go d 
Himself. Go d canno t par t wit h Hi s grace , o r 
goodness, or strength , as an external thing tha t 
He give s us , a s H e give s th e raindrop s fro m 
Heaven. No , He " can onl y giv e it , an d w e ca n 
only enjo y it , a s He work s i t Himsel f directl y 
and unceasingly . And th e onl y reaso n tha t H e 
does not work i t mor e effectuall y an d continu -
ously i s tha t w e d o no t le t Him . W e hinde r 
Him eithe r b y ou r indifferenc e o r b y ou r self -
effort, s o tha t H e canno t d o wha t H e would . 
What H e ask s o f us , in th e wa y o f surrender , 
and obedience, and desire, and trust , is all com-
prised in this one word: waiting on Him, wait -
ing for Hi s salvation . I t combine s th e dee p 
sense of ou r entir e helplessnes s o f ourselve s t o 
work what i s divinel y good , and our perfec t 
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confidence tha t our God wil l work i t all in Hi s 
divine power . 

Again, I  say , le t u s meditat e o n di e divin e 
glory o f th e salvatio n Go d purpose s workin g 
out i n us , until w c kno w th e truth s i t implies . 
Our hear t i s th e scen e o f a  divin e operatio n 
more wonderfu l tha n Creation . We ca n d o a s 
little towar d th e wor k a s towar d creatin g di e 
world, excep t a s Go d work s i n u s t o wil l an d 
to do. God onl y ask s of u s to yield , to consent , 
to wait upon Him, and He wil l do it all. Let us 
meditate an d b e still , unti l w e se e ho w mee t 
and righ t an d blesse d i t i s tha t Go d alon e d o 
all, an d ou r sou l wil l o f itsel f sin k dow n i n 
deep humilit y t o say : " I hav e waite d fo r th y 
salvation, O Lord." And th e deep blessed back-
ground o f al l ou r prayin g an d workin g wil l 
be: "Trul y m y sou l waitet h upo n God. " 

The applicatio n o f th e truth t o wider circles , 
to thos e w e labo r amon g o r interced e for , t o 
the Church o f Chris t aroun d us , or throughou t 
the world , i s no t difficult . Ther e ca n b e n o 
good bu t wha t Go d works ; to wait upo n God , 
and hav e th e hear t filled  wit h fait h i n Hi s 
working, an d i n tha t fait h t o pra y fo r Hi s 
mighty powe r t o com e down , i s ou r onl y 
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wisdom. Oh , fo r th e eye s o f ou r hear t t o b e 
opened t o see God working in ourselves and i n 
others, and t o se e how blesse d i t i s t o worshi p 
and jus t t o wait fo r Hi s salvation ! 

Our privat e an d publi c praye r i s ou r chie f 
expression o f ou r relatio n t o God. It i s in the m 
chiefly tha t ou r waitin g upo n Go d mus t b e 
exercised. If ou r waitin g begi n b y quieting th e 
activities o f nature , and bein g stil l before God ; 
if i t bow s an d seek s t o se e Go d i n Hi s uni -
versal an d almight y operation , alon e abl e an d 
always read y t o wor k al l good ; i f i t yield s it -
self t o Hi m i n th e assuranc e tha t H e i s work -
ing an d wil l wor k i n us ; i f i t maintain s th e 
place o f humilit y an d stillness , and surrender s 
until God' s Spiri t ha s quickened th e faith tha t 
He wil l perfec t Hi s work : i t wil l indee d be -
come the strength an d th e jo y o f th e soul . Life 
will becom e on e dee p blesse d cry : " I hav e 
waited fo r th y salvation, O Lord. " 

My soul,  wait thou only  upon  God! 



Third Day 

T H E TRU E PLAC E O F TH E 
CREATURE 

These wait  all  upon thee, 

That thou  mayest  give  them  their  meat  in  due  season. 
That thou  givest  unto  them,  they  gather; 
Thou openest  thine  hand,  they  are  satisfied with  good. 

—Psalm 104:27 , 28 (A.S.V. ) 

THIS PSALM , i n prais e o f th e Creator , ha s 
been speakin g o f th e bird s an d th e beast s 

of th e forest; o f th e youn g lions , and ma n go-
ing fortl i t o his work; of the great sea, wherein 
are thing s creepin g innumerable , bot h smal l 
and grea t beasts . An d i t sum s u p th e whol e 
relation o f al l creatio n t o it s Creator , an d it s 
continuous an d universa l dependenc e upo n 
Him i n th e on e word : "Thes e al l wai t upo n 
thee!" Jus t a s muc h a s i t wa s God' s wor k t o 
create, i t i s Hi s wor k t o maintain . A s littl e a s 
the creature could creat e itself, is i t lef t t o pro-
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vide fo r itself . The whol e creatio n i s ruled b y 
the one unalterable law of—waiting upo n God ! 

The wor d i s di e simpl e expressio n o f tha t 
for th e sak e o f whic h alon e th e creatur e wa s 
brought int o existence , di e ver y groundwor k 
of it s constitution . Th e on e objec t fo r whic h 
God gav e life t o creatures was that in them H e 
might prov e an d sho w fort h Hi s wisdom , 
power, an d goodness , i n Hi s bein g eac h mo -
ment thei r lif e an d happiness , an d pourin g 
forth unt o them , accordin g t o thei r capacity , 
the riche s o f Hi s goodnes s an d power . An d 
just a s thi s i s th e ver y plac e an d natur e o f 
God, t o b e unceasingl y th e supplie r o f ever y 
want i n th e creature , s o di e ver y plac e an d 
nature o f di e creatur e i s nothin g bu t diis—t o 
wait upo n Go d an d receiv e fro m Hi m wha t 
He alon e ca n give , wha t H e delight s t o give . 
(See note on Law, The Power  of  the  Spirit.) 

If w e ar e i n thi s littl e boo k a t al l t o appre -
hend wha t waiting  on  God  i s t o b e t o di e 
believer, t o practic e i t an d t o experienc e it s 
blessedness, i t i s of consequenc e tha t w e begi n 
at the very beginning, and se e the deep reason-
ableness o f th e cal l tha t come s t o us . We shal l 
understand ho w th e dut y i s n o arbitrar y com -
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mand. We shal l see how it i s not only rendered 
necessary b y ou r si n an d helplessness . I t i s 
simply and trul y our restoration t o our origina l 
destiny an d ou r highes t nobility , t o ou r tru e 
place an d glor y a s creature s blessedl y depend -
ent o n th e All-Gloriou s God . 

If onc e ou r eye s are opene d t o thi s preciou s 
truth, al l Natur e wil l becom e a  preacher , re -
minding u s of th e relationshi p which , founde d 
in creation , i s no w take n u p i n grace . A s w e 
read thi s psalm, and lear n t o look upo n al l lif e 
in Natur e a s continuall y maintaine d b y Go d 
Himself, waiting on God wil l be seen to be the 
very necessit y o f ou r being . A s w e thin k o f 
the youn g lion s and th e ravens cryin g t o Him , 
of th e bird s an d th e fishes  an d ever y insec t 
waiting o n Him , til l H e giv e the m thei r mea t 
in du e season , w e shal l se e tha t i t i s th e ver y 
nature and glor y o f Go d tha t H e i s a God wh o 
is to be waited on . Every though t o f wha t Na -
ture is , an d wha t Go d is , wil l giv e ne w forc e 
to the call : "Wait tho u onl y upo n God. " 

"These al l wai t upo n thee , tha t tho u mayes t 
give." I t i s Go d wh o give s all : le t thi s fait h 
enter deepl y int o ou r hearts . Er e ye t w e full y 
understand al l tha t i s implie d i n ou r waitin g 
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upon God , an d er e w e hav e eve n bee n abl e t o 
cultivate th e habit, let the truth ente r ou r souls. 
Waiting o n God, unceasing and entir e depend -
ence upo n Him , is , i n Heave n an d earth , di e 
one onl y tru e religion , the one unalterabl e an d 
all-comprehensive expressio n fo r th e tru e re -
lationship to the ever-blessed On e in whom w e 
live. 

Let u s resolve at once that i t shal l be the one 
characteristic o f our lif e an d worship , a contin-
ual, humble , truthfu l waitin g upo n God . W c 
may res t assure d tha t H e wh o mad e u s fo r 
Himself, that He might give Himself t o us and 
in us , tha t He  wil l neve r disappoin t us . I n 
waiting o n Him w e shal l find  res t and jo y and 
strength, an d th e suppl y o f ever y need . 

My soul,  wait thou only  upon  God! 




