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CHAPTER I 

THE FAMIL Y 

IT WAS GOD'S PUKPOSE from th e beginning, not merely to 
redeem for Himself a  people out o f a world of sinners, 

but t o brin g tha t peopl e int o a  peculia r relationshi p t o 
Himself. I t was His purpose t o draw the m nearer t o Him -
self than an y other order of His creatures, and t o establis h 
a link of th e closest and mos t peculiar kind betwee n the m 
and th e Godhead . 

To carr y ou t thi s purpos e wa s th e Wor d mad e flesh . 
"He too k no t o n hi m th e natur e o f angels ; bu t h e too k 
on hi m th e see d o f Abraham." 1 "Forasmuc h the n a s th e 
children ar e partaker s o f flesh  and blood , he als o himsel f 
likewise too k par t o f th e same." 2 

Thus a  ne w relationshi p wa s established , suc h a s til l 
then coul d never hav e been conceive d o f a s even possible . 
The ti e o f creation , thoug h no t dissolved , wa s now t o b e 
lost i n th e closer , deare r ti e o f kindred . "Bot h h e tha t 
sanctifieth an d the y who ar e sanctifie d ar e al l o f one : fo r 
which caus e h e i s no t ashame d t o cal l the m brethren." 8 

He calls them brethren , and the y call Him brother . Bein g 
"made of a  woman," He has become partaker of our lowly 
humanity, s o as to b e bon e o f ou r bone , an d flesh  o f ou r 
flesh; and w e being "bor n o f God " ar e made partaker s of 
the divine nature , becoming "member s of hi s body, of hi s 

1 Hebrews 2:16 3  Hebrews 2:11 
3 Hebrews 2:14 
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flesh, an d o f hi s bones. " Thu s th e saint s ar e th e neares t 
kinsman o f th e Son of God ; an d i f o f th e Son , then o f th e 
Father also , as He hat h said , ' I an d m y Father ar e one, " 
"believest tho u no t tha t I  a m i n th e Father , an d th e Fa -
ther i n me? " 

It i s thu s tha t th e famil y relationshi p i s forme d an d 
God's origina l desig n carrie d out . Fo r thu s i t i s written , 
"As many a s received him , t o them gav e he powe r [o r th e 
right] t o becom e th e son s o f God , eve n t o the m tha t be -
lieve on hi s name : whic h wer e born , no t o f blood , no r o f 
the will of th e flesh, nor of th e wil l of man , bu t o f God." 4 

And again , "Behold wha t manne r o f lov e the Fathe r hat h 
bestowed upo n us , tha t w e shoul d b e calle d th e son s o f 
God."8 We are elevated t o creation's highes t level . We ar e 
brought int o th e inne r circl e o f th e Father' s love—neare r 
his throne , neare r hi s hear t tha n angels , fo r w e ar e th e 
Body o f Christ , an d member s i n particular—"th e fullnes s 
of him tha t filleth  al l in all. " 

Out o f thi s ne w lin k ther e spring s th e famil y bon d be -
tween u s an d th e Go d an d Fathe r o f ou r Lor d Jesu s 
Christ, "his Father and our Father, his God and our God. " 
And i t i s especiall y i n thi s nam e o f family  tha t Go d de -
lights. H e ha s man y name s fo r Hi s redeemed . The y ar e 
His chose n ones , Hi s people , Hi s flock,  Hi s heritage . Bu t 
it i s as His family  tha t H e speak s o f the m oftenest , an d i t 
is, a s such , tha t H e bend s ove r the m s o fondly , a s ove r 
His first-born—th e childre n o f Hi s hear t an d th e desir e 
of Hi s eyes. 

But i t i s needfu l tha t w e inquir e furthe r concernin g 
this famil y an d lear n fro m God' s ow n accoun t o f the m 
who an d wha t the y are . B y natur e the y ar e childre n o f 

* John 1:12,13 »  I John 3:1 
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wrath, eve n a s others . An d thu s fa r ther e i s n o origina l 
difference betwee n the m an d th e world . Bu t the y ar e th e 
eternally chose n o f th e Father , "chose n i n hi m [Christ ] 
before th e foundatio n o f th e world." 6 Thi s i s thei r tru e 
ancestry, an d thi s i s thei r chiefes t glory . The y ar e "pre -
destinated .  . .  unt o th e adoptio n o f childre n b y Jesu s 
Christ t o himself , accordin g t o th e goo d pleasur e o f hi s 
will."7 The y ar e quickene d togethe r wit h Christ , fro m 
being dea d i n trespasse s an d sins , an d raise d u p b y th e 
exceeding greatnes s o f God' s power , th e sam e might y 
power b y whic h H e wrough t i n Chris t whe n H e raise d 
him fro m th e dead. 8 The y ar e save d b y grac e throug h 
faith, an d tha t no t o f themselves , i t i s th e gif t o f God. 9 

They ar e reconcile d t o Go d b y th e deat h o f Hi s Son. 10 

They are delivered fro m a  present evi l world accordin g t o 
the wil l o f Go d thei r Father. 11 The y ar e washe d i n th e 
blood o f Jesu s an d justifie d b y fait h i n Hi s name . The y 
are redeemed fro m thei r vai n conversation , no t wit h cor -
ruptible things , as silve r an d gold , bu t wit h th e preciou s 
blood of Christ , as of a lamb without blemish and withou t 
spot: wh o veril y wa s foreordaine d befor e th e foundatio n 
of th e world , bu t wa s manifes t i n thes e las t time s fo r 
them.12 They ar e made heir s of God , an d joint-heir s wit h 
Jesus Christ , kings and priest s unto God , who are to reig n 
with Chris t forever ove r a redeemed and restored creation . 

Such i s th e family . Surel y the y ar e hig h born . Thei r 
ancestry i s from eternity . Thei r descen t i s from th e Kin g 
of kings . The y ar e o f th e bloo d roya l o f Heaven . An d 
though thei r presen t conditio n b e a  lowly one, thei r pros -

â Ephesians 1: 4 1 0 Romans 5:10 
1 Ephesians 1:5 "  Galatian s 1: 4 
«Ephesians 1:19,20 . 1 2 I Peter 1:18-2 0 
» Ephesians 2:8 
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pects ar e th e brightes t tha t hop e eve r painted , brighte r 
than what eye hath seen or ear hath heard . I t doth no t ye t 
appear wha t the y shal l be ; bu t the y kno w tha t whe n H e 
shall appear, they shall be like Him, for the y shall see Him 
as He is.18 

But apar t fro m thes e description s whic h encircl e th e 
saved famil y wit h suc h peculia r glor y eve n here , thei r 
simple conditio n o f bein g God' s family  call s fo r a  littl e 
further notice . Fo r i t i s no t outwar d circumstance s tha t 
form, or give interest to , a home or a family, i t is the livin g 
pulse o f affectio n tha t i s beatin g there . Neithe r earthl y 
pomp no r earthl y povert y ca n materiall y alte r th e rea l 
inward characte r o f tha t littl e circl e o f huma n heart s 
which ma n call s a  family . Brigh t skie s and sunshin e can -
not weake n o r seve r th e bond ; neithe r ca n the y allur e 
them awa y fro m rejoicin g i n eac h other' s jo y an d love . 
Dark day s and tempest s cannot sunde r them ; the y do bu t 
make the m gathe r mor e closel y togethe r then , a s bein g 
all i n al l t o each other . S o i t i s with th e famil y o f th e re -
deemed. It i s not their outward circumstances or prospect s 
that give them th e name; i t is something fa r tendere r an d 
deeper tha n these . I t i s th e puls e o f heavenl y affection , 
throbbing throug h ever y membe r an d comin g dow n 
from th e infinit e hear t above ; i t i s thi s tha t make s the m 
what the y are . It i s under thi s aspec t tha t Go d delight s t o 
look upo n them . I t i s fo r thi s reaso n especiall y tha t H e 
has given t o them th e name the y bear . 

The wor d "family " i s a  sacre d one , eve n amon g th e 
children o f th e world . Ther e i s a  hallowe d tendernes s 
about it , whic h few , sav e th e wickedest,  d o no t fee l i n 
some measure. One o f thei r ow n poet s has thu s expresse d 
the feeling : 

i« I Jahn 1:8 
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Beneath th e foules t mother' s curs e 
No living thing can thrive ; 

A mother is a mother still, 
The holiest thing alive. 

I a m b y n o mean s i n accor d wit h th e sentimen t con -
tained i n thes e words ; th e languag e i s too strong . Stil l i t 
shows the world's feeling a s to the strength and sacrednes s 
of the family bond . And ther e i s much of truth contained , 
or a t leas t implied , i n it . N o othe r earthl y circl e ca n b e 
compared wit h tha t o f th e family . I t comprise s al l tha t a 
human hear t mos t value s an d delight s in . I t i s th e cente r 
where al l huma n affection s mee t an d entwine , th e vesse l 
into which the y al l pour themselve s with such joyous free -
dom. Ther e i s no on e wor d whic h contain s i n i t s o man y 
endearing association s an d preciou s remembrances , hid -
den i n th e hear t lik e gold . I t appeal s a t onc e t o th e ver y 
center o f man' s being—hi s "hear t o f hearts. " Al l tha t i s 
sweet, soothing , tender , an d tru e i s wrapt u p i n tha t on e 
word. I t speak s no t o f on e circl e o r o f on e bond , bu t o f 
many circles and many bonds—al l o f the m nea r th e heart . 
The famil y home , th e famil y hearth , th e famil y table , 
family habits , famil y voices , famil y tokens , famil y saluta -
tions, famil y melodies , famil y joys  an d sorrows—wha t a 
mine of recollections lies under tha t on e word! Take thes e 
away, and earth become s a  mere churchyard o f crumblin g 
bones; an d ma n become s a s s o man y grain s o f loosene d 
sand, o r a t best , bu t a s th e fragment s o f a  tor n flower, 
which th e wind s ar e scatterin g abroad . 

All tha t i s beautifu l i n huma n relationship , o r tende r 
in huma n affection , o r gentl e i n huma n intercourse ; al l 
that i s lovable and precious in the movements of a  huma n 
heart fro m it s lowes t dept h t o it s uppermos t surface—al l 
these are wrapt up in th e one word: family . Fo r close-kni t 
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bonds, for steadfas t faithfulnes s i n love , for dept h o f sym -
pathy, fo r enduranc e i n tria l an d danger—wher e shal l w e 
find anythin g tha t ca n b e compare d wit h th e stor y o f 
earth's famil y circles ? Conjuga l love , parenta l love , filia l 
love, brotherly love , sisterly love—al l ar e here . The man y 
streams o f huma n affectio n empt y themselve s int o it , o r 
flow out o f it , for th e fertility an d gladnes s of th e earth . 

We nee d no t wonder , then , tha t thi s nam e shoul d b e 
chosen a s on e o f th e Church' s peculia r names . Go d de -
lights in i t a s the nam e b y which Hi s compan y o f chose n 
ones i s to b e speciall y called . The  Family  of  God—tha t i s 
the Church' s name. As such H e dwell s i n th e mids t o f it , 
cares fo r it , an d watche s ove r it . Hi s dealing s wit h i t ar e 
those o f a  father—fon d ye t strict—lovin g ye t wise—sittin g 
among His children, having His eye on each, and orderin g 
in His gracious wisdom all the concerns of Hi s household . 

His heart  i s there ! Yes , i t i s i n Hi s Churc h tha t God' s 
heart ma y b e sai d speciall y t o be . Ther e i t unfold s itsel f 
in a way such as it can do amid no other order of His crea-
tures. Ther e i t show s itsel f i n al l it s manifold  fullness , 
such a s i t ha s n o scop e fo r elsewhere . I t i s i n th e famil y 
alone that the one thing we call affection o r love is divided 
and sprea d out , lik e a  sunbea m int o th e rainbow' s seven -
fold hues , ther e t o displa y itsel f i n al l th e ric h tint s o f 
hidden beauty . S o i t i s in th e Churc h alon e tha t th e lov e 
of Go d i s fully seen , not merel y in al l it s intensity, bu t i n 
all it s varied riches . All kind s o f lov e ar e unfolded there . 
There i s room fo r suc h a  wid e variet y o f affection , bot h 
between th e Hea d an d th e members , an d betwee n th e 
members on e wit h th e other , tha t i t seem s as if ther e ha d 
been give n ne w power s o f lovin g a s wel l a s ne w object s 
to love. 
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No doub t ther e ar e othe r name s fo r th e saint s beside s 
this one. But non e of the m expresses what thi s is intended 
to do . Go d call s the m Hi s flock,  whic h implie s tende r 
watchfulness o n Hi s part , an d dependen t helplessnes s o n 
theirs. H e call s the m a  vine,  denotin g thei r oneness , a s 
well as the unceasing nourishment tha t i s ever circulatin g 
through the m fro m th e paren t stem . H e call s the m a 
temple, signifyin g thei r compactnes s o f structure , sym -
metry o f design , beauty o f form , an d abov e all , fitnes s fo r 
the inhabitatio n an d worshi p o f Jehovah . H e call s the m 
a body,  t o set forth , no t merel y thei r comel y proportions , 
but thei r marvelou s unit y an d consciou s vitality o f being , 
as well as the closeness of the binding tie, and thei r various 
serviceableness t o eac h other . H e call s the m a  city,  inti -
mating thei r happ y communit y o f privilege s an d right s 
and well-ordere d government ; th e security , peace , abun -
dance whic h the y enjoy , th e comfort s o f neighborhoo d 
with al l it s cheerfu l greeting s an d mutua l office s o f love . 
He call s them a  kingdom,  a s expressive o f thei r hig h an d 
honorable estate , o f th e royalty , th e glory , th e dominion , 
of which they have been made the heirs. 

But variou s an d expressiv e a s ar e thes e well-know n 
names, the y ar e stil l imperfect . The y describ e a s i t wer e 
only th e oute r circles , eac h nam e a  circl e o f it s own . Bu t 
the inne r circle—th e inne r regio n o f ou r spiritua l being — 
they do no t touc h upon . I t i s tha t well-know n word , tha t 
magic name, family, whic h alone can express al l tha t Go d 
sees of wha t i s comel y an d tender , lovin g an d lovabl e i n 
the Churc h o f Chris t int o whic h H e i s pourin g Hi s lov e 
through whic h H e delight s t o se e tha t lov e circulat e un -
hindered, an d out  o f whic h h e expect s tha t lov e t o flow 
abroad. 
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There i s one thin g tha t strike s us much concernin g thi s 
family. I t i s the way in which Chris t speak s o f th e specia l 
interest whic h H e take s i n each  member . "Thos e tha t 
thou gaves t m e I  hav e kept , an d non e o f the m i s lost." 14 

How lik e th e famil y feeling ! Eac h name , eac h fac e i s 
known; know n s o familiarl y tha t th e leas t an d younges t 
would a t onc e b e missed . Th e plac e wher e eac h sits , th e 
room whic h eac h occupies , th e tim e o f hi s goin g ou t an d 
coming in; his looks, his habits, his tones are so thoroughly 
known tha t th e momen t anyon e i s absent , h e i s missed . 
And the n n o othe r ca n suppl y hi s place . Hi s absenc e 
makes a  blan k whic h non e bu t h e ca n fill.  A n acquaint -
ance o r fellow-townsma n ma y dro p awa y an d neve r b e 
missed. Hi s plac e i s easil y filled  b y another . No t s o wit h 
a membe r o f th e family . Wher e ther e i s a  brea k i n th e 
circle, there is a dismal blank; an d when death ha s carried 
off a  brother , a  sister , o r a  parent , wh o o r wha t ca n eve r 
fill his room? When on e flowe r fades , anothe r spring s up , 
fresher perhap s an d mor e fragrant—an d w e forge t th e 
faded one . Bu t th e withere d famil y flower  ca n hav e n o 
successor: i t dies , an d ther e i s a  blan k forever . Migh t i t 
not b e wit h som e suc h feelin g tha t Jesu s looke d aroun d 
upon Hi s vast household circle , and, whil e surveying each 
well-known face , gav e thank s tha t no t on e wa s lost ; a s i f 
He coul d no t hav e spare d s o much a s one o f thos e who m 
the Father had given Him . 

Oh, th e dee p interes t whic h Jesu s take s i n each!  Trul y 
it is a personal and peculia r attachmen t fo r eac h member . 
Do w e no t los e muc h b y forgettin g this ? Eve n i n huma n 
things w e ar e ap t t o overloo k this . W e cal l th e feelin g 
which the Father entertains for each of His children, love; 
and wel l we call i t so, but thi s i s not all . There i s a differ -

" Joh n 17:12 
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ence in th e lov e He bear s for hi s eldes t an d Hi s younges t 
born, a  difference i n th e cas e o f each , calle d fort h b y th e 
peculiar characte r o f each . I t i s thi s minut e an d specia l 
love which i s so precious. Were i t no t fo r this , we shoul d 
feel a s i f w e had onl y par t o f ou r Father' s heart , a s i f w e 
had no t al l o f tha t whic h rightfull y belong s t o us . 
But, realizing this , we fee l a s i f w e ha d Hi s whol e heart , 
and ye t ou r havin g th e whol e di d no t ro b ou r brother s 
and sister s of any. It i s with a  family a s with th e sun in th e 
firmament. I t i s the propert y o f all , an d ye t eac h ha s th e 
whole o f it . Eve n s o with Jehovah , ou r heavenl y Father ; 
even s o wit h Jesus , ou r elde r brother . Hi s i s a  special , 
personal, peculia r love , just a s i f H e love d n o other , bu t 
had Hi s whole hear t t o spar e fo r us . His i s a minut e an d 
watchful care , bending ove r each,  day and night , a s if H e 
had no other t o care for . Ho w swee t t o think tha t eac h of 
us i s th e specia l objec t o f suc h persona l attachment , th e 
peculiar objec t o f suc h unwearie d vigilance ! Wha t man -
ner o f lov e i s this ! No w w e believ e an d ar e sur e tha t w e 
shall b e full y care d for , an d no t on e wan t o r sorro w wil l 
be overlooked . No w w e kno w tha t "al l thing s shal l wor k 
together fo r ou r good, " an d tha t th e en d o f everythin g 
which befall s u s here shal l b e ligh t an d glor y forever ! " I 
know th e thought s tha t I  thin k toward s you , sait h th e 
Lord, thought s o f peac e an d no t o f evil , t o giv e yo u a n 
expected end." 15 "A s on e who m hi s mothe r comforteth , 
so will I  comfor t you." 16 "Lik e as a father pitiet h hi s chil -
dren, s o the Lor d pitiet h the m tha t fea r him." " 

It is sweet to realize the common love flowing out of th e 
Father's boso m t o th e whol e happ y househol d o f Hi s 
saved ones ; bu t i t i s no les s sweet , speciall y i n th e da y of 

úâ Jeremiah 29:11 V  Psal m 103:1 3 
16 Isaiah 66:13 
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trial, t o dwel l upo n th e persona l lov e H e bear s » o pecul-
iarly t o each. I t i s blessed t o identif y ourselve s with suc h 
a famil y wh o ar e al l joyin g i n th e sunshin e o f paterna l 
love; bu t i t i s a s blesse d a t time s t o isolat e onesel f an d 
realize th e individua l lov e whic h i s ou r ow n peculia r 
heritage. Thus fel t th e Bride when sh e said, "Let him kiss 
me wit h th e kisse s o f hi s mouth : fo r th y lov e i s bette r 
than wine." 18 " I a m m y beloved's , an d my  belove d i s 
mine."19 

It wa s whe n th e Hol y Spiri t firs t opene d ou r ear s t o 
listen t o th e tal e o f lov e whic h th e Gospe l brough t t o u s 
that w e sought ou r Father' s house and reste d no t unti l w e 
had foun d ourselve s i n Hi s embrace. I t wa s when we first 
received "th e gift o f God," and understood th e love which 
that gif t declared , tha t w e too k ou r plac e i n th e famil y 
circle, tastin g th e plent y o f ou r Father' s tabl e an d enjoy -
ing th e sweetnes s o f ou r Father' s smile . An d eve n a s w e 
entered in , s o ar e w e t o abid e forever , "roote d an d 
grounded i n love, " realizin g th e word s o f Jesus , "A s th e 
Father hath love d me, so have I  loved you: continue  ye  in 
my love." 20 

1* Song of Solomon 1:2 * > John 15:9 
1» Song of Solomon 26:3 
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