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CHAPTER I 

THE BIBLE : TH E WOR D O F GO D 

IT i s a  marvelou s thin g tha t w e hav e a n infallibl e 
Book fro m th e han d o f God . Ever y studen t an d 

teacher shoul d b e fully convince d o f thi s fact . Ther e ar e 
two line s o f evidenc e t o b e traced : (1 ) Tha t whic h i s 
internal, o r th e Bible' s ow n clai m concernin g itself , an d 
(2) tha t whic h i s external , o r outward , obviou s fact s 
concerning th e Scriptures . 

I. THA T WHIC H I S INTERNAL · 

By hundred s o f passage s th e Bibl e bot h directl y de -
clares an d assume s itsel f t o b e th e Wor d o f Go d (not e 
Psa. 12 :6 ; 9 3 : 5 ; 119:18 , 98 , 99 , 100 , 105 , 130 ; Isa . 
55:10, 11 ; Jer . 23:29 ; Rom . 10:17 ; 2  Tim . 2:15) . 
Psalm 19:7-1 1 declare s tha t th e Ol d Testamen t i s th e 
Word o f Jehovah . Si x perfection s o f tha t Wor d ar e 
named wit h si x correspondin g transformation s whic h 
that Wor d accomplishes . Likewise , Hebrew s 1:1 , 2 
states tha t Go d i s speaking i n th e Ol d Testamen t throug h 
the prophets an d i n th e New Testamen t throug h Hi s Son . 

Ð. THA T WHIC H I S EXTERNAL · 

Considering th e externa l evidenc e that th e Bibl e i s th e 
Word o f God , the Book i s a phenomenon an d a s such pre -
sents a  challeng e t o the mos t skeptica l amon g men . Cer -
tain fact s shoul d b e note d : 
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4 Major Bibl e Theme s 

1. Its  Continuity. 

The Bibl e appear s i n on e volum e i n whic h ther e i s a 
perfect continuit y o f historica l sequenc e fro m th e crea -
tion t o th e ne w heaven s an d th e ne w earth ; a  perfec t 
unfolding o f doctrin e fro m th e blad e t o th e ful l cor n i n 
the ear ; fro m typ e t o antitype ; fro m prophec y t o it s 
fulfillment; an d th e anticipation , presentation , realiza -
tion, an d exaltatio n o f th e mos t perfec t Perso n o n eart h 
or i n Heaven . Ye t thi s on e volum e whic h exhibit s th e 
most perfec t continuit y o f though t tha t th e worl d ha s 
ever see n is , nevertheless , a  collectio n o f sixty-si x book s 
written b y abou t fort y authors—kings , peasants , philos -
ophers, fishermen , physicians , statesmen , scholars , poets , 
and plowmen—wh o coul d hav e know n bu t littl e o f eac h 
other, sinc e thei r live s wer e live d i n variou s countrie s 
and thei r writing s wer e distribute d ove r sixt y genera -
tions o f huma n history , representin g a  perio d o f abou t 
sixteen hundre d years . 

2. The  Extent  of  its  Revelation. 

In it s unfoldin g o f truth , th e Bibl e i s inexhaustible . 
Like a  telescop e i t sweep s th e univers e fro m th e height s 
of Heave n t o th e depth s o f hell , an d trace s th e work s o f 
God fro m thei r beginnin g t o thei r end . Lik e a  micro -
scope i t reveal s th e minutes t detail s o f th e pla n an d pur -
pose o f Go d an d th e perfectio n o f Hi s creation . Lik e a 
stereoscope i t place s al l being s an d object s whethe r o n 
earth o r i n Heave n i n righ t relatio n th e on e to th e other . 
Though writte n i n th e earlie r day s o f huma n knowledg e 
when th e presen t worl d discoverie s coul d no t reasonabl y 
have bee n disclosed , i t i s i n harmon y wit h ever y dis -
covery mad e b y man . 
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3. Its  Output. 

In fulles t satisfactio n th e Bibl e i s claime d b y al l 
races a s thei r own , an d is , a s n o othe r book , translatabl e 
into ever y tongue . I t ha s alread y bee n translate d int o 
over seve n hundre d an d sevent y differen t language s an d 
dialects. Thirt y societie s ar e no w specializin g i n it s 
publication, an d ove r thirt y millio n copies  ar e printe d 
annually. O f thi s numbe r th e Britis h Bibl e Societ y 
publishes every  hour  mor e tha n tw o thousan d copies . 
The Frenc h infide l Voltair e wh o die d i n 177 8 predicte d 
that th e Bibl e woul d becom e obsolet e withi n a  hundre d 
years. Contrar y t o th e statemen t o f thi s skeptic , th e 
Bible abides . Fo r ninetee n hundre d year s i t ha s en -
dured th e systematic , destructiv e attack s fro m Sata n 
and me n ; bu t neve r ha s it s predicte d enduranc e bee n 
more teste d tha n no w whe n thos e wh o pos e a s it s friend s 
and exponent s ar e subtl y denyin g it s mos t vita l truth s 
and it s supernatura l character . It s influenc e i s trans -
forming. T o the unsave d i t i s the "swor d o f th e Spiri t " 
(Eph. 6:17) , an d t o th e save d i t i s a  cleansing , sancti -
fying, an d reflectin g powe r (Eph . 5:25 , 26 ; Joh n 17 : 
17; 2  Cor . 3:18 ) ;  i t i s th e basi s o f al l tru e civilization , 
law, an d morality . 

4. Its  Subject  Matter. 

The supernatura l characte r o f thi s Boo k i s seen i n th e 
fact tha t i t deal s a s freel y wit h th e unknow n an d other -
wise unknowable a s it doe s with tha t whic h i s known, an d 
those wh o follo w it s teaching s ar e unfailingl y le d i n th e 
paths o f God' s eterna l Truth . Likewise , a s n o othe r 
book, th e Bibl e account s fo r thos e wh o d o not receiv e it s 
teachings. O f the m i t record s tha t the y ar e unregener -
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ate me n wh o receiv e no t th e thing s o f th e Spiri t o f God , 
neither ca n the y kno w the m becaus e onl y b y th e Spiri t 
are thes e thing s discerne d ( 1 Cor . 2:13) . It s qualitie s 
are real , fo r thos e wh o know i t bes t lov e i t most . 

5. As  Literature. 

Merely a s literature , th e Bibl e i s supreme . I t satis -
fies the simple-minde d an d entrance s th e sage ; ye t here , 
again, consideratio n shoul d b e give n t o the limitations o f 
its huma n authors . T o Go d alon e b e the glor y ! 

6. Unprejudiced  Authority. 

This Boo k i s no t prejudice d i n favo r o f men . I t un -
hesitatingly record s th e sin , th e weaknes s o f th e bes t o f 
men an d th e doo m o f al l wh o rel y alon e o n thos e virtue s 
and merit s whic h ar e thei r own . Me n d o no t s o spea k 
of themselves . I t assume s t o b e a  messag e fro m Go d t o 
man rathe r tha n a  messag e fro m ma n to man . I t speak s 
with authorit y o f thing s i n Heave n an d thing s o n eart h ; 
of th e see n an d o f th e unsee n ; of God , o f angels , an d o f 
men ; of tim e an d o f eternit y ; of lif e an d o f deat h ; of si n 
and o f salvation ; o f Heave n an d o f hell . Apar t fro m 
its message , there i s n o knowledge o f thes e eterna l issue s 
in al l th e world : wit h it s message , ther e i s certainty , 
assurance, an d peace . 

7. The  Supreme  Character. 

Above al l els e i n thi s supernatura l Boo k i s it s revela -
tion o f th e Perso n an d glor y o f Go d as manifested i n Hi s 
Son. Le t n o on e suppos e tha t thi s Characte r i s a  mer e 
fiction—the inventio n o f a  morta l mind ; fo r Hi s per -
fections hav e neve r bee n comprehende d b y th e wises t 
and holies t o f thi s earth . I f H e wer e a  mer e fiction,  le t 
the min d whic h conceive d Hi m b e extolle d an d adored ! 
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8. The  Bible  and  Christ  Compared. 

Because o f th e combinatio n o f supernatura l qualitie s 
which ente r int o th e Bible , a  similarit y ma y b e observe d 
between th e Bibl e a s th e Writte n Wor d an d th e Lor d 
Jesus Chris t a s the Livin g Word . The y ar e bot h super -
natural a s t o thei r origin , presentin g a n inscrutabl e an d 
impeccable blendin g o f tha t whic h i s divin e an d tha t 
which i s human . The y bot h exercis e a  transformin g 
power ove r thos e wh o believe , an d ar e alik e allowe d o f 
God to be set a t naugh t an d rejecte d b y thos e who d o no t 
believe. Th e untainted , undiminishe d divin e perfection s 
are embodie d i n each . Th e revelation s whic h the y dis -
close ar e a t onc e a s simpl e a s th e demand s o f a  child , a s 
complex a s th e infinit e treasure s o f divin e wisdo m an d 
knowledge, and a s enduring a s the Go d whom they reveal . 

QUESTIONS 

1. Wha t ar e th e tw o genera l line s o f evidenc e tha t th e Bible 
is the Wor d o f God ? 

2. Nam e si x transformation s i t accomplishe s a s state d i n 
Psalms 19: 7-11. 

3. Sinc e th e Bibl e wa s writte n b y s o man y differen t author s 
and i n variou s ages , how do you account fo r it s marvelous 
continuity? 

4. Recoun t th e variou s classe s o f me n wh o ar e th e huma n 
authors. 

5. Doe s the Bibl e revelation conflic t wit h modern discoveries ? 
6. T o wha t exten t i s th e Bibl e bein g circulated ? 
7. Wha t wa s Voltaire' s predictio n i n 1778 ? 
8. Ha s th e Bibl e ever bee n more assailed b y it s enemie s than 

now? 
9. Doe s th e Bibl e hesitat e t o spea k wit h authorit y o n super -

natural an d eterna l things ? 
10. Wha t doe s i t sa y o f th e limitatio n o f man ? 
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11. Wha t i s peculia r abou t it s literar y appeal ? 
12. Wha t evidenc e i s suggeste d b y th e fac t tha t th e Bibl e 

discloses th e sin s o f al l men ? 
13. Wha t characte r i s it s suprem e revelation ? 
14. Indicat e th e outstandin g similarit y betwee n Chris t an d 

the Scriptures . 



CHAPTER I I 

THF BIBLE : INSPIRE D O F GO D 

THE Bibl e rightfull y assume s t o b e God' s messag e 
to man . Th e book s o f th e worl d assum e t o b e n o 

more tha n man' s messag e t o hi s fellow-man . Th e 
Bible therefor e deal s wit h thing s eternal , infinite , an d 
otherwise unknowabl e a s freel y a s othe r book s dea l wit h 
things temporal , finite,  an d known . I n formin g th e 
Scriptures, i t i s tru e tha t Go d employe d huma n writers , 
but thes e men , thoug h the y ma y hav e understoo d bu t 
little o f th e whol e t o whic h the y wer e contributing , di d 
nevertheless, unde r th e might y han d o f God , produc e a 
single Boo k i n whic h ther e i s infinit e continuit y an d 
which manifest s ever y evidenc e o f bein g th e wor k o f 
one Write r wh o alon e i s it s Author . 

The tru e doctrin e o f inspiratio n contend s tha t Go d s o 
directed th e huma n author s that , withou t destroyin g 
their ow n individuality , literar y style , o r persona l in -
terest, Hi s complet e an d connecte d though t towar d ma n 
was recorded . Variou s opinion s hav e bee n advance d 
as t o th e exten t o f th e divin e contro l ove r th e huma n 
authors. Thes e hav e bee n calle d "theorie s o f inspira -
tion," an d al l student s o f th e Bibl e shoul d b e clea r i n 
their ow n mind s wit h regar d t o thes e vita l issues . 

I. GENERA L THEORIE S O P INSPIRATIO N 

1. Naturalistic. —This, a s th e nam e implies , i s th e 
theory tha t th e Bibl e i s onl y a  huma n produc t an d 
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therefore voi d o f an y supernatura l elements . Thi s 
view, whic h discredit s an d degrade s th e Wor d o f God , 
is hel d onl y b y infidel s an d unregenerat e men . 

2. Partial. —By thi s ter m a  theor y o f inspiratio n i s 
indicated whic h suggest s tha t onl y certai n part s o f th e 
Scriptures ar e inspired . Whe n thi s theor y i s accepted , 
of necessit y eac h perso n i s lef t t o determin e fo r himsel f 
what portion s o f th e Bibl e ar e inspire d an d wha t ar e 
not. Al l authorit y i s broke n dow n sinc e peopl e ar e no t 
naturally incline d t o receiv e an d appl y t o themselve s 
those word s o f reproo f an d correctio n whic h ar e con -
trary t o thei r ow n wishes . Thos e wh o hol d thi s theor y 
usually mak e muc h o f th e word s o f Chris t a s bein g mor e 
authoritative tha n othe r portion s o f th e Scriptures ; dis -
regarding th e fac t tha t Chris t wrote . nothing an d tha t 
His word s are , a t best , th e repor t o f th e ver y me n whos e 
writings they , i n othe r connections , discredit . 

However, i t shoul d b e remembere d tha t Chris t de -
clared Hi s ow n acceptanc e o f ever y wor d o f th e Ol d 
Testament t o be th e Wor d o f God , an d tha t H e provide d 
for th e ful l authorit y o f ever y wor d o f th e Ne w Testa -
ment. 

3. Gracious. —This theor y o f inspiratio n suggest s tha t 
the writer s o f th e Bibl e wer e inspire d i n th e sam e way , 
though t o a  fulle r degree , a s Spirit-fille d me n ar e em -
powered to-day . Th e writing s o f th e Apostl e Pau l ar e 
said t o b e comparabl e wit h th e writing s o f Joh n Calvi n 
or Marti n Luther , an d equall y liabl e t o b e marre d b y 
human error . Thi s an d th e "Pa r t i a l " theor y o f inspira -
tion ar e th e theorie s whic h ar e hel d b y Modernist s to -
day. 

4. Verbal. —This theory , a s it s designatio n implies , 
maintains tha t th e Bibl e is , eve n t o it s ver y words , a n 
inspired book . Thi s clai m i s made fo r th e origina l writ -



T h e Bible : Inspire d o f Go d I I 

ings onl y an d no t fo r copies , translations , o r quotations , 
even thoug h the y ma y dat e bac k t o th e earl y day s o f th e 
Christian era . However , thoug h n o origina l manu -
scripts ar e no w i n existence , i t i s importan t t o observ e 
that th e mos t carefu l stud y o f thos e copies , translation s 
and quotation s whic h ar e availabl e yield s clea r evidenc e 
that ou r presen t tex t o f th e Bibl e i s a  ver y clos e repro -
duction o f th e original . 

It i s sometimes claime d tha t i t wa s no t th e ver y word s 
but th e thought , o r concept , whic h wa s inspired . Th e 
sufficient answe r t o thi s suggestio n i s that , apar t fro m 
the exac t words , ther e coul d b e n o precisio n i n a  mer e 
conception, particularl y suc h precisio n a s i s demande d 
in th e Scriptures . So , also , th e declaratio n o f th e writ -
ers wh o kne w th e fact s i s tha t the y wer e responsibl e fo r 
words rathe r tha n th e mer e concep t (not e Moses , Exod . 
34: 27 ; David, 2  Sam . 23: 2 ; Psa. 4 5 :1 ; Solomon, Prov . 
30: 6 ; Isaiah , Isa . 6 : 5-8 ;  Jeremiah , Jer . 1 : 7 ; 36 :1 , 2  ; 
Zechariah, Zech . 7 : 7, Christ , Matt . 8  :17 ; John 14:1 0 ; 
8:47; 12:48 ; 17 :8 ; Paul , 1  Cor . 2 : 4 ; Jude , Jud e 
1:17, 1 8 : K. V.) . No r doe s th e Bible' s ow n clai m t o b e 
inspired, eve n i n it s ver y words , limi t th e choic e o f 
words o r th e flow  o f styl e o n th e par t o f th e huma n 
writers, fo r Go d i s abundantl y abl e t o secur e th e exac t 
expression H e demand s eve n withi n th e literar y limita -
tions o f a  fisherman. 

II. TH E TESTIMON Y O F CHRIS T 

Beyond it s ow n claims , th e Ol d Testamen t wa s de -
clared b y Chris t t o b e th e inspire d Wor d o f God . 
When H e spoke , non e o f th e Ne w Testamen t ha d bee n 
written, therefor e H e coul d hav e referre d onl y t o th e 
Old Testamen t (Joh n 17:17) . Likewise , th e Ne w 
Testament wa s writte n accordin g t o Hi s provisio n an d 
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promise. H e ha d sai d tha t H e woul d leav e a  revelatio n 
and tha t i t woul d b e complete d afte r Hi s departur e 
(John 16:12 , 13) . Thi s revelatio n wa s committe d t o 
certain me n (Joh n 15 : 27 ; Acts 1 : 8 ; Matt. 28:1 9 ;  Luke 
10: 22), an d H e gav e thei r word s th e sam e authorit y a s 
His ow n (Matt . 10:14 , 15 ; Luk e 10:16 ; Joh n 13:20 ; 
17:14, 18 ; Heb . 2 : 3 , 4 ) . 

III. TW O IMPORTAN T PASSAGE S 

1. "Al l scriptur e i s give n b y inspiratio n o f God " 
(2 Tim . 3:16) . Th e wor d whic h i s her e translate d 
inspiration i s use d bu t onc e i n th e Ne w Testament . I t 
means "God-breathed, " and , accordin g t o thi s verse , 
this divin e elemen t extend s t o al l th e Scriptures . 

2. "Hol y me n o f Go d spak e a s the y wer e move d b y 
the Hol y Ghost " ( 2 Pet . 1:21) . Th e phrase , "move d 
by th e Hol y Ghost, " i s th e vita l elemen t i n thi s revela -
tion an d it s litera l meanin g i s tha t th e writer s wer e 
"borne along " b y th e Spiri t o f God . Suc h i s th e 
Bible's ow n clai m t o inspiration . 

IV. QUALIFYING  CONSIDERATION S 

1. Inspiratio n provide s tha t th e exac t divin e messag e 
be given . I f i t i s God' s Trut h whic h i s reported , i t i s 
recorded exactly . I f i t i s Satan' s lie , i t i s presente d a s 
a lie , fo r inspiratio n doe s no t chang e a  li e int o truth . 
If i t i s history , i t i s true t o th e facts . I f i t i s prophecy , 
it indicate s precisel y wha t wil l com e t o pass . 

2. Inspiratio n aim s a t inspire d writing s an d no t a t 
inspired men . Th e ver y infallibl e Scripture s them -
selves record th e sin s an d failure s o f th e huma n authors . 

3. Sinc e w e depen d upo n th e Bibl e alon e fo r th e 
knowledge o f th e mos t vita l fact s o f ou r existence , ther e 
is ever y reaso n t o conten d fo r th e divin e accurac y o f 
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God's "Wor d an d t o b e gratefu l tha t i t i s "God -
b r e a t h e d " an d therefor e no t merel y a s fallible  a s it s 
human writers , bu t i s a s infallible  a s it s divin e Author . 

QUESTIONS 

1. Wherei n doe s th e Bibl e assum e t o b e God' s messag e t o 
man? 

2. Fo r wha t doe s th e doctrin e o f Inspiratio n contend ? 
3. Defin e th e Naturalisti c Theor y o f Inspiration . 
4. Defin e th e Partia l Theor y o f Inspiration . 
5. Defin e th e Graciou s Theor y o f Inspiration . 
6. Defin e th e Verba l Theor y o f Inspiration . 
7. Whic h o f thes e d o yo u accept ? 
8. Wh y i s i t tha t inspiratio n canno t b e limite d t o th e though t 

or concept ? 
9. Wha t theor y o f inspiratio n doe s th e Bibl e clai m fo r itself ? 

10. Indicat e Christ' s attitud e towar d th e inspiratio n o f th e 
Old Testamen t Scriptures . 

11. Wha t provisio n di d H e mak e fo r th e inspiratio n o f th e 
New Testament ? 

12. Stat e th e meanin g o f th e wor d inspiration  a s use d i n 
2 Timoth y 3:1 6 an d o f th e word s moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost a s use d i n 2  Pete r 1 : 21. 

13. Indicat e th e effec t o f inspiratio n o n th e recorde d word s o f 
God, o f Satan , o f men , o f history , an d o f prophecy . 

14. Doe s inspiratio n ai m a t inspire d me n o r inspire d writings ? 
What proo f ea n b e give n fo r you r answer ? 
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THE BIBLE : IT S SUBJEC T AN D PURPOS E 

REVELATION fro m Go d is reasonable. I n th e pres-
ence o f th e fac t o f th e materia l universe , a  belie f 

in a  sufficient Creato r i s demanded o f al l rationa l beings . 
And, havin g recognize d th e Creato r an d ma n a s th e 
consummation o f creation , i t i s reasonabl e t o expec t 
that th e Creato r -wil l communicat e wit h th e creature , 
revealing Hi s purpos e an d will . Go d th e Creato r ha s 
done thi s havin g reveale d Himsel f i n variou s ways : 

1. Through  Nature. —The eterna l powe r an d God -
head, w e ar e told , ar e reveale d b y th e thing s whic h ar e 
created (Rom . 1:20) , but , whil e th e revelatio n i s 
limited i n tha t i t disclose s nothin g o f thos e divin e 
attributes whic h hav e t o d o wit h redemptio n an d th e 
destiny o f men , i t i s sufficien t t o th e exten t tha t th e 
heathen worl d i s withou t excus e i f the y d o no t recog -
nize tha t ther e i s a  God . 

2. In  Christ. —In th e fullnes s o f tim e (Gal . 4 :4 ) , 
God becam e manifes t i n th e flesh . Th e So n o f Go d 
came int o th e worl d t o declar e Go d t o me n i n term s o f 
human understanding . B y Hi s incarnation , otherwis e 
inscrutable fact s concernin g th e eterna l Go d hav e bee n 
translated int o th e limite d rang e o f huma n comprehen -
sion. Thi s revelatio n contemplate s no t onl y th e Perso n 
and powe r o f Go d whic h wa s alread y se t fort h t o a 
limited degre e i n th e thing s created , bu t mor e par -
ticularly th e lov e o f Go d a s se t fort h i n th e sacrificia l 
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death o f Christ . Chris t i s a n exac t portrai t o f Go d 
(Heb. 1:3) , an d w e shoul d alway s conside r Chris t a s 
God manifes t i n th e fles h ( 1 Tim . 3:16) . 

3. The  Written  Word. —This chapte r ha s t o d o wit h 
the writte n Wor d a s a  manifestation . Th e Bibl e no t 
only present s Go d a s it s suprem e Subject , bu t als o 
unfolds Hi s purposes . Th e writte n revelatio n i s all -
inclusive. I t no t onl y restate s al l th e fact s concernin g 
God whic h ar e reveale d throug h nature , an d give s th e 
only recor d concernin g God' s -manifestatio n i n Christ , 
but i t enlarge s th e divin e revelatio n int o infinit e detai l 
regarding Go d th e Father , th e Son , th e Spirit , angels , 
demons, man , sin , salvation , grace , an d glory . I n recog -
nizing th e uniqu e characte r o f th e Bible , tw o thing s 
especially note d i n th e titl e o f thi s chapte r ma y b e 
emphasized : 

I. TH E PURPOS E O F TH E BIBL E 

We understan d fro m th e writte n Wor d o f Go d tha t 
there i s on e suprem e purpos e whic h actuate s Go d i n 
all H e ha s don e o r wil l d o fro m th e beginnin g o f 
creation t o th e farthes t reache s o f eternit y whethe r i t 
is i n Heave n o r o n earth . Fo r thi s on e purpos e angel s 
were created ; so , also , th e materia l univers e an d man , 
and, thoug h hidde n behin d a n inscrutabl e mystery , w e 
know tha t eve n si n wa s permitte d "an d redemptio n wa s 
provided wit h a  vie w t o th e realizatio n o f thi s suprem e 
purpose. Thi s suprem e purpos e i s the  Glory  of  God. 

That Go d shoul d brin g al l thing s t o pas s tha t H e 
might b e glorifie d woul d see m self-seekin g t o a n infinit e 
degree, fro m a  mer e huma n view-point ; bu t thi s them e 
cannot b e limite d t o th e rang e o f huma n conceptions . 
In th e ligh t o f Scriptur e revelation , w e conclud e tha t 
because Go d i s infinit e i n Hi s being , Hi s perfections , an d 
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His blessednes s H e i s worth y o f infinit e glory , an d i t 
would b e a n injustic e o f infinit e proportion s shoul d Hi s 
creation withhol d fro m Hi m tha t hono r an d glor y whic h 
are rightfull y His . 

God i s no t self-seeking ; H e wh o i s the fountai n sourc e 
of al l trut h mus t b e tru e t o Himsel f a s Creato r an d 
Lord o f all . I t i s man wh o i s self-centere d an d wh o ca n 
conceive o f nothin g mor e desirabl e tha n tha t ma n shoul d 
be exalte d an d glorified . I t i s man wh o doe s no t under -
stand th e norma l relatio n whic h shoul d exis t betwee n 
the Creato r an d th e creature , an d doe s no t ascrib e t o 
the Creato r tha t glor y whic h i s rightfull y du e Hi m 
because o f Hi s person , Hi s position , an d Hi s characte r 
(Exod. 24:10 , 17 ; 1  Chron . 16:17-29 ; Psa . 57 :11 ; 
Isa. 6 :1) . 

Since th e Bibl e i s God' s messag e t o man , it s suprem e 
purpose i s Hi s suprem e purpos e ; which is , that H e ma y 
be glorified . Th e Bibl e records : 

1. Tha t "al l thing s .  . .  tha t ar e i n heaven , an d tha t 
are i n earth , visibl e an d invisible , whethe r the y b e 
thrones, o r dominions , o r principalities , o r powers : al l 
things wer e create d b y him , an d fo r h im " (fo r hi s glory , 
Col. 1:16) . Angel s an d men , the materia l univers e an d 
every creature , ar e al l create d fo r Hi s glory . "Th e 
heavens declar e th e glor y o f God " (Psa . 19:1) . 

2. Th e natio n Israe l i s fo r th e glor y o f Go d (Jer . 
13 :11 ; Isa . 43:7 , 21 , 25 ; 60 :1 , 3 , 21 ; 62:3) . 

3. Salvatio n i s unt o th e glor y o f Go d (Kom . 9:23) , 
even a s i t wil l b e a  manifestatio n o f th e grac e o f Go d 
(Eph. 2 : 7 ) , an d i s no w a  manifestatio n o f th e wisdo m 
of Go d (Eph . 3:10) . 

4. Al l servic e shoul d b e unt o th e glor y o f Go d (Matt . 
5 :16; Joh n 15 :8 ; 1  Cor . 10 :31 ; 1  Pet . 2 :12 ; 4 :11 , 
14). Th e Bibl e itsel f i s God' s instrumen t b y whic h H e 
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prepares th e ma n o f Go d unt o ever y goo d -wor k ( 2 Tim . 
3:16, 17) . 

5. Th e Christian' s ne w passio n i s tha t Go d ma y b e 
glorified (Rom . 5 :2) . 

6. Eve n th e believer' s deat h i s sai d t o b e t o thi s on e 
end (Joh n 21:19 ; Phil . 1:20) . 

7. Th e save d on e i s appointe d t o shar e i n th e glor y 
of Chris t (Joh n 17:22 ; Col . 3 :4 ) . 

II. TH E SUBJEC T O F TH E BIBL E 

The Lor d Jesu s Chris t i s th e suprem e subjec t o f th e 
Bible. Lik e a  glass , thi s Boo k reflect s '  ' the glor y o f th e 
Lord" ( 2 Cor . 3 :18 ) ; bu t th e Lor d Himsel f ha s bee n 
manifested tha t He , i n turn , migh t reflec t th e glor y o f 
God. " F o r God , wh o commande d th e ligh t t o shin e 
out o f darkness , hat h shine d i n ou r hearts , t o giv e th e 
light o f th e knowledg e o f th e glor y o f Go d i n the fac e o f 
Jesus Christ " ( 2 Cor . 4 : 6 ) . 

QUESTIONS 

1. O n what ground i s i t reasonabl e t o expect tha t Go d would 
reveal Himsel f t o man? 

2. Wha t passag e of Scriptur e indicate s that Go d has revealed 
Himself t o ma n throug h nature ? 

3. Wha t concerning Go d is thus revealed? 
4. I s nature' s revelatio n complete ? 
5. B y wha t mean s ha s Go d mad e a  perfec t revelatio n o f 

Himself t o man? 
6. Wherei n i s thi s revelatio n superio r t o tha t o f nature ? 
7. Indicat e th e variou s aspect s o f th e divine revelation a s set 

forth i n th e Bible . 
8. Wha t i s th e suprem e purpos e o f Go d a s reveale d i n th e 

Scriptures? 
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9. Wh y i s i t i n n o wa y self-seekin g o n th e par t o f Go d t o 
wish t o accomplis h Hi s ow n glor y ? 

10. Wherei n i s rea l self-seekin g disclosed ? 
11. Nam e seve n way s whic h ar e indicate d i n th e Scripture s 

whereby Go d i s sai d t o b e glorified . 
12. Poin t ou t th e Scripture s whic h stat e tha t al l creatio n i s fo r 

the glor y o f God . 
13. I n wha t wa y i s Go d glorifie d throug h th e salvatio n o f a 

soul? 
14. Describ e ho w Chris t i s th e manifestatio n o f God' s glory . 




