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LESSONS FOR EVANGELISM

1
Wrong Way-Right Way

OBJECT: A road map.

LEssoN: “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its
end is the way of death” (Prov. 14:12).

PRESENTATION: Not long ago I wanted to go on a trip, so I asked
a friend which was the best way to get there. He told me the
best road. Then I happened to see another friend and I asked
him what he thought. He also told me the best road—but it
was entirely different from the way the first friend had said.

Finally I did what I should have done at the first. I went to
the Automobile Club and asked them how to get there. They
simply got out this map and showed me on the map the right
road. Well, I went on my trip and sure enough I arrived at my
destination by simply following the road they had marked.

It’s a simple matter to take this sort of trip, but how can you
find the way to heaven? You might ask a friend, and I'm sure
you would get some kind of answer. Then you could ask an-
other friend, and you would undoubtedly get a different an-
swer. What should you do? Who would be right? You ought
to do just as I did about finding earthly directions: go where
you can get the right answer. That place is the Bible. Do you
know what the Bible says about the way to heaven? Listen to
the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, “I am the way . . . no one
comes to the Father, but through me” (John 14:6). How can
you get to heaven? By trusting the Lord Jesus as Savior, for
He is the way to the Father; and where the Father is, there is
heaven.
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Air
OBJECT: Yourself and the air around you.

LEssoN: To present the Lord Jesus Christ as the gift of God.

PRESENTATION: Have you ever stopped to think, boys and girls,
that on every side of you is one of the most wonderful things in
all of God’s universe? It’s about the only thing that is free to-
day, and it’s something you can’t possibly do without. Do you
know what I'm talking about? Surely, the air we breathe. But
that is not half so wonderful as another gift God has given us,
and that gift is His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, whom God gave
to the world many years ago.

I've just decided something. I simply do not like to take any-
thing from anyone, so 'm not going to take God’s air. If I
can’t buy it, I just won’t use it. I’ll stop breathing. (Hold your
breath for a while.) Well, maybe I will change my mind after
all and take this gift from God. Didn’t I look rather foolish
holding my breath? And yet there are probably some of you
here today who are still refusing to accept the Lord Jesus Christ
as your Savior. When God freely offers eternal life, peace, hap-
piness and heaven, isn’t it foolish not to accept them?

But suppose I did want to buy some air to breathe. Do you
know where I could go? I don’t. And there is no place where
you can buy salvation. God’s salvation is not for sale; it is a free
gift (Eph. 2:8-9). Either you must receive it as a gift and live,
or refuse it and die. What would have happened if I hadn’t
started to breathe again? Why, of course, eventually I would
have died. A human being cannot live without air, and you can-
not live eternally without Jesus Christ. If you do not take Him
as a gift, then God says you must die.
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An Invitation

OBJECT: A wedding invitation.
LessoN: To present the way of salvation.

PRESENTATION: Look, I have a letter with me this morning, but
I think I'll just put it here on top of the piano, and we’ll talk
about the weather for a while. Of course, I think I recognize
the writing on the envelope. (Walk to the place where you left
the letter.) But I'd rather talk about something else. Maybe
I'll look through this hymnbook first. You know, I've had this
letter quite a while, but I guess there’s no hurry about opening
it.

What’s the matter? Oh, you want me to open the letter. Well,
I guess I might as well. Look at this. It is an invitation to the
wedding of a friend of mine. That’s kind of him—1I think I'll
go. Oh, dear, I won’t be able to go after all, for the date is past
and the wedding is all over. I've missed it. Isn’t that a shame?

Boys and girls, do you know what lesson I'm trying to teach
you today? It is just this: God has sent us a message that we
call the Bible, and in that Bible He has given us an invitation
to heaven. But the invitation is only good until Jesus comes,
and then it will be too late to accept it. In the meantime this
invitation to heaven is absolutely free, for God says, “Let the one
who wishes take the water of life without cost” (Rev. 22:17).
It is offered to everyone in the world and that surely includes
you. Someday, however, it will be too late to accept God’s in-
vitation; and just as I missed this wedding, you may miss your
chance to go to heaven. Why not open your heart right now to
the Lord Jesus and tell Him that you believe that He died on
the cross for you and that you trust Him to take you to heaven
some day as He promised?
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Another Letter

OBJECT: An unsealed letter ready for mailing.

LessoN: To illustrate the eternal security of the believer (Eph.
4:30).

PRESENTATION: I brought a different letter along today for the
object lesson. Last week, you remember, I had one I had just
received; today I have one that I am going to send. You see
that it isn’t even sealed yet. Perhaps you wonder what’s in the
letter, and if I should leave it here and go out of the room you
would perhaps open it and read it. But if I lick and seal it as I
am doing now, you cannot read it, for it is against the law for
anyone to open this letter except the one to whom it is addressed.
If after I mail this I remember something else I want to put in
it, I can’t even get it back from the post office. They wouldn’t
let anyone have it but the person to whom it is addressed.

Did you know that when you accepted Christ, God sealed
you? The Bible says that every Christian is sealed by the Holy
Spirit (Eph. 4:30). Now the Holy Spirit is God Himself, and
I don’t know anyone in all the world who could break a seal like
that. You could break the law and open this letter, but not even
Satan can take away the salvation that God has given you. It’s
also possible that the glue on this letter will not stick tightly, and
the letter will come open before it is delivered; but it is not pos-
sible that the Holy Spirit will leave you or ever die. It could
also happen that this letter would not be delivered, but if you
are a Christian, God guarantees that He will deliver you into
His presence some day, for you are sealed until the day of re-
demption. Isn’t that a wonderful salvation?
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Faith

OBJECT: A chair.
LEssoN: To illustrate faith and to present the plan of salvation.

PRESENTATION: Today I want to use this chair as the object
lesson. You see, I am quite tired, and I want to sit down in this
chair and rest, but I just don’t know whether or not I can trust
this chair. It looks like a good chair. The wood appears to be
solid and all the joints look tight. I think it would hold me,
but I'm still a little bit doubtful. Say, have any of you sat in
this chair? Oh, you have. Well, did it hold you? It did. But
I still wonder if I can believe you.

Boys and girls, do you see what I'm trying to tell you? The
Lord Jesus said, “Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28), but you will
never experience that rest until you come to Him and take Him
at His Word. You can look at Him just as I examined this
chair, and you will see that He is all that He claims to be. Every-
thing He did on earth proves that He is the only Son of God
and the only One who can give rest. You can ask any of us
who have trusted Christ for rest from the guilt of sin, and we
will tell you that He does satisfy. But you personally will never
know this rest until you trust Him. I'll never get any rest from
this chair until I am willing to trust it and sit down. (Do that
now.) If you want rest from sin then you must be willing to
trust the Lord Jesus Christ. Just rest on what He did for you
when He died on the cross. He meets every claim. Won’t you
trust Him right now?
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News

OBJECT: The front page of a newspaper.
LEessoN: Salvation is good news.

PRESENTATION: I thought I'd read the paper to you today. No,
not the comic strip page, but the front page. I want you to
listen to the news of the day. (Read several headlines, trying
to pick out the bad news of the day.) These are some of the
‘things that the editors of this paper consider the news of the
day. You probably noticed one thing outstanding about the
news I just read—it isn’t very pleasant. It’s too bad there isn’t
more good news in the paper, but there seldom is.

It’s a good thing, then, that I brought along some good news
for you today. I didn’t find it in the newspaper—I found it in
the Bible. You have often heard us talk about the gospel. Well,
that word simply means “good news” (Luke 2:10). The gospel
is good news. What does it say? It says that God in heaven
loved men so much that He sent His only Son to this earth to
die. Why did He have to die? He had to die to pay the penalty
for sin, because God had said that death is the penalty of sin.
Since God’s Son did not have sin Himself, He could pay for
the sins of others. And that is exactly what He did, for when
He died He paid for your sin and mine. But, you ask, how can
I have all this for myself? The Bible says that it is yours for
the asking.

Sometimes our newspapers get things mixed up, and once in
a great while they print a correction but not often. However, I
can tell you without any doubt that the Bible never gets things
mixed up. This good news about the Lord Jesus Christ is just
as true as God who can never lie. Won’t you believe God’s good
news today?
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A Paycheck

OBJECT: A paycheck or some money received in payment for
some service.

LessoN: To contrast the wages of sin and the gift of God (Rom.
6:23).

PRESENTATION: I wonder how many of you have ever been paid
for doing some job. You know that I work, and so I brought
my check along today to use as our object lesson.

Let me tell you about another paycheck. In my Bible I read,
“The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). My employer pays
me in money, but sin pays its wages in death. Since everyone is
a sinner, everyone receives this paycheck of death.

If I should go to the bank to cash my check and find that
the bank has failed and could not pay, do you know what would
happen? Very likely the government would step in and cash my
check, for the money in most banks is insured and the insurance
would cover the loss. That is exactly what happened in regard
to your sins and mine. Jesus Christ stepped in and paid the
debt of our sins, not because we couldn’t die for our own sins,
but because He loved us so much. He became our insurance
against having to die.

Now instead of death for your sins, you may have complete
forgiveness. For in the place of death, the Lord Jesus offers
you eternal life. “The wages of sin is death; but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I
had to work for this check, but you cannot work for salvation.
God says that salvation is for “the one who does not work”
(Rom. 4:5). Which will you have—the paycheck of death or
the free gift of eternal life? If you want eternal life, then let the
Lord Jesus who shed His blood for you come into your heart
this very moment.
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Hell

OBJECT: A sulphur candle (or several matches could be sub-
stituted).

LEessoN: To warn of hell.

PRESENTATION: Some time ago I walked into my brother’s new
house and looked around. Of course I was curious and nat-
urally opened the first closet door I came to. Well, I got a whiff
of the worst smelling stuff I have ever smelled, for my brother
was being sure that there were no moths in his closet. I brought
some of this stuff along today. I'm going to light it and let you
smell it too, but don’t get too close or it will burn your noses and
throats.

This is burning sulphur. The reason I brought is along today
is not that it kills moths but that it is mentioned in the Bible,
and I don’t want you ever to forget it. Boys and girls, this
burning sulphur is the brimstone that the Bible says is a part
of the torment of those who spend eternity in hell. The Bible
tells of a lake of fire, which burns with brimstone (Rev. 19:20).
It wouldn’t be pleasant to spend eternity in a place like that,
would it?

Isn’t it wonderful that God has provided a way so that none
of you will have to go to hell? That way is a person, the Lord
Jesus Christ. You see, He came to this earth to die for your
sins so that God wouldn’t have to send you to hell. Sin is the
reason that God is forced to condemn people to the lake of fire
burning with brimstone; but if someone would pay for that sin,
then God wouldn’t have to send anyone there. Someone did pay
for your sin, and that person is Jesus Christ. Won’t you tell
God right now that you want to receive the Lord Jesus into
your heart? Believe that Christ paid the penalty for your sins,
and you will never be in danger of hell.
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The Installment Plan

OBJECT: Something to signify a purchase on the installment
plan (either a book of payments or simply an adver-
tisement from the newspaper).

LessoN: God settles fully the account of sin when we believe.

PRESENTATION: Today I am going to use for our object lesson
something that has become common in our life. What does this
newspaper ad say? It offers to let you buy this television set
by paying so much down and so much every week. You under-
stand that this means that when you go to get the set you must
pay the first amount, and then while you are using it you must
pay the rest that you owe in weekly payments. Then, finally,
after a long time the set will really belong to you. We call that
installment buying.

You know, boys and girls, a lot of people are trying to be
saved on the installment plan. They think that they may pay
for their sins by offering God a certain amount of good works
every week or so. They seem to have the idea that God will
erase some of the debt of their sins each time they do something
good. I hope none of you has that idea, because if you do you
will never be saved.

Do you know how God does settle the debt of sin? Let’s see
what He says about it Himself. When God saved Abraham He
said that Abraham’s faith was reckoned to him for righteousness
(Rom. 4:3). That means that when Abraham believed, his
faith was put on his account as payment for his sins. Now you
don’t know Greek, in which the New Testament was originally
written, but let me tell you that this statement also means that
God settled Abraham’s account all at once. There was no in-
stallment plan on which Abraham was saved! The instant he
believed, God fully and forever settled the debt of sin, and God
has been doing the same ever since.
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The Way to Heaven

OBJECT: A strong board, a piece of string, two chairs.
LessoN: To illustrate security in Christ (2 Tim. 1:12).

PRESENTATION: Today we are going to let this chair represent
the earth on which we live. Now, the thing we all want is to go
to heaven, so we’ll let this other chair represent heaven. But,
as you can see, there is a gap between the two chairs. That
space represents sin, which separates us from our heavenly home.
It’s a space over which no one in his own strength can pass.
Some people try to get across either by overlooking their sins
(but the Bible says that all men are sinners) or by their own
efforts (but the Bible says that we are not saved by our works).

Wouldn’t we be in an awful condition if the Lord Jesus Christ
had not come to this world to do something about that gap? You
see, when He came He had no sin, and so when He died He
could and did pay for your sins and mine. Now there is a way
to heaven. We’re going to put this board across the chairs to
represent Christ, who is the way to heaven (John 14:6).

Now I want to stretch this piece of string between the two
chairs and let it illustrate what some people think of Christ.
They believe that getting to heaven is like walking a tight rope;
they are always wondering if the string will hold them. But God’s
salvation, boys and girls, is like this strong board—you need
never worry whether or not it is going to hold you up. You
don’t trust in Christ like this (sit gingerly on the board); you can
trust Him completely, like this (put all your weight on it).
That is the sort of Savior He is, and that is the kind of salvation
He offers you today. Wouldn’t you be willing to trust a Savior
like that? If so, then just bow your head and ask Him to come
into your heart, and then He has promised to take you to heaven
some day.





