JANUARY 1
Owning Nothing, Enjoying Everything

rights and responsibilities. To accept Jesus as my Savior means [

resign all rights 1o justify my sin before You; Jesus does that for
me. But to accept Jesus as my Lord means I resign all rights to
myself—my time, my talents, my future, my all.

That is where my difficulty is—resigning myself. To surrender
my rights to myself means surrendering my rights to my reputation
(He “made himself of no reputation,” Philippians 2:7, KJV); surrender-
ing my rights to choose my place of service (He “set His face to go to
Jerusalem,” Luke 9:51); surrendering my rights to my possessions (He
had “no place to lay his head.” Luke 9:58, NIV); surrendering my
rights to make demands (He “came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister,” Matthew 20:28, KJV); surrendering my rights to privacy and
immunity from the needs of others (He said, “They need not depart;
give . . . them to eat,” Matthew 14:16, KJV).

When | became a Christian | thought, How wonderful to be rid
of the burden of sin’s responsibility’ But when [ became a disciple,
Jesus put another burden upon me; the burden of others. The second
burden took away all my rights, and a person without rights is a slave
(He “took on the nature [form] of a slave," Philippians 2:7, Williams).

Most of the time when [ am touchy, irritable, or peevish (if it is
not physical), it is because I have reclaimed what I thought I had sur-
rendered to Jesus, for these are the feelings of one whose claim is
threatened. My job then is to re-surrender as quickly as possible and
quitclaim my possessions. I rejoice that [ am an “all things new” per-
son, made so because [ have become a “new creation” in Christ (2
Corinthians 5:17, Berkeley).

Iwill settle things with You, Lord, once and for all concerning my

“Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; do not fret because of
him who prospers in his way, because of the man who carries out
wicked schemes” (Psalm 37:7),






JANUARY 3

Formulas Are to Be Avoided

by literature that promises me the secret of victory, as if God can

be reduced to a method. Everywhere [ turn I discover “steps to
this” and “steps to that.” Christians who are privileged to share a new
insight of God are quick to build it into a formula.

I must avoid all that. I must keep in mind Paul’s expression: “O
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”
(Romans 11:33, KJV).

God will not let Himself be boxed into a recipe. How often 1
have discovered that when I attempted to use someone else's formula,
it did not work for me. God’s dealings with us are strictly personal.
There are general principles, of course, but the application is ad
hominem (“to the man”). That's why someone else’s spiritual secret is
a mystery to me,

Neither can [ say with Archimedes, "I have found it!” God's time-
ly deliverance for me today will not necessarily be His deliverance
tomorrow. God is constantly trying to tell me that He will not be
nailed down. Yet | find something in my nature that keeps on trying
to do that very thing. Why do I feel | have to manage God? Is there a
little god within me who must have his property, his domain, his cas-
tle?

]:wil! avoid the pitfall of being a formula Christian. I am surrounded

God will disappoint my every effort to corner Him, for He will
be servant to no man. Even those who know Him best find Him a
stranger at times. That is why my warmest prayer sometimes will meet
the coldest response and my deepest need will go unsatisfied. Not
often, of course, but often enough to remind me that God must be
God. Yet, through it all, “I will never leave thee” (Hebrews 13:5, KJV)
rings loud and clear. That is because God's stake in my salvation is
great.

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!"
(Romans 11:33).






JANUARY 5

The Eternal Adventure

ed strictly to God's will, and let God keep the periphery any way
He desires.

I will seek holiness (which results in wholeness), without which
no man can see the Lord, at all times. Wholeness is God-centeredness,
the “one thing needful,” the “one thing I desire and seek after,” the
“one thing I do.”

I will not pray for peace, power, success, or fruit, for they are
by-products of a relationship, not its conditions. They are God's
responsibility, not mine.

Neither will I seek promotion, honors, recognition, or acclaim,
for they also are by-products and therefore outside my sphere. Nor
will I resent others to whom God gives these tokens, but [ will praise
God that His will has been done in them.

1 will no longer strive ambitiously for ends, for God's purpose is
process, not destiny. I never hope to arrive but rather to continue with
God in an eternal adventure, the result of which is a continual know-
ing of Him who is the “end” God seeks for me.

I will accept the fact that the self-life is not only displeasing to
God; it is His enemy. When self reigns, 1 am at war with God, and that
leads to frustration, anxiety, and misery. [ will therefore crucify the
self-life and be at peace with God.

I will realize that when all is said and done, I owe my daily
overcoming to this one, solid fact: “Christ lives in me" (Galatians
2:20). Therefore, I can say honestly, “Thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).

Iwil], by God's grace and power, keep the center of my life adjust-

“No one can serve two masters; for either be will hate the one and love
the other, or be will bold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24).






JANUARY 7
Becoming Angry with God

ication is not worth a wooden nickel. Jeremiah got so frustrated

with God that he said God was like a “deceptive [changeable]
brook” (Jeremiah 15:18, NIV). Further, he vowed he would not proph-
esy for Him any longer (20:7-9). The only person who never got
angry with God was Jesus, and that was because He understood His
heavenly Father so perfectly. Anger is a sign of two things: I do not
understand, but I care. God would rather have me angry with Him
than indifferent to Him.

I must be certain, however, that my anger is not peevishness,
like Jonah's. Peevishness says, “God won't let me have my way.”
Concerned anger says, “1 can't see the relationship between what God
says He will do and what He is doing.” David’s frustration with God
because of the death of Uzzah is a lesson to me (2 Samuel 6:6-20).
David was angry because he sensed a contradiction in God, righ-
teousness versus grace. That is the way it is with me. When God
becomes angry with me, it is because of my sin and rebelliousness;
when [ become angry with Him, it is because of His righteousness,
which 1 think is rigid.

God is not shocked by my occasional anger. But I must be quick
to confess it. Chronic anger will lead me to cynicism, which God
hates. Confessing my anger is a sign of faith. It says, “I don't under-
stand any better, but 1 trust God anyhow.” I must never assume that
because I get angry with God 1 am a poor believer. On the contrary, it
is a sign of a developing relationship with Him. If [ am always correct
with God, I do not know Him personally. When I am free to become
angry, [ am free to become myself. And being myself, 1 am free to
grow toward Him. That is the key: to keep growing toward “the
stature of the fulness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:13, KJV).

Imusl realize that unless I get angry with God occasionally my ded-

“Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, for anger resides in the
bosom of fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:9).






JANUARY 9

The Success of Obedience

(Philippians 2:8, KJV). All true obedience is unto death. That is a

reversal of the world's standard. “I will obey if” is what the world
says. The if means there must be a happy ending. Anyone will meet
conditions, even drastic ones, if he gets his own way in the end. But
that is not the obedience of Christ. His example was, “I will obey
regardless.” For Him, the “regardless” was not a heavenly deliverance
but a cross.

True obedience is always successful. It always accomplishes
God's will. It is immaterial to me whether my cancer is cured, my pro-
motion achieved, or my loved one saved. If [ have obeyed, that is
enough. T am successful. Beyond that, it is God's business. If T insist
on a happy, selfish outcome, then 1 am meddling. The instant [ obey,
success is automatic—God's success, not mine. Therefore, obedience
carries in itself its burst of praise. I am jubilant, not because my ship
has come in, but because it has gone out. Maybe [ will never see it
again, but that is beside the point. The point is, I have launched it
unto God and now He is responsible. So I praise God because He is
working and | rest in His activity.

I must be careful to obey for obedience’s sake, and to love obe-
dience for the Lord's sake. What a level to live on, loving it for His
sake! In this [ have the example of my Master, who said, “I delight to
do your will, my God” (Psalm 40:8, TLB).

Imusl learn what Jesus learned: to be “obedient unto death”

“Trust in the Lord with all your beart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make
your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).






JANUARY 11
People Are Redeemable

must learn to distinguish between “human nature” and “people.”

Jesus did not trust human nature, for “He Himself knew what was

in man” (John 2:25). Paul said he had “no confidence in the flesh
[human nature]” (Philippians 3:3). Further, he said he did not want to
kKnow people according to the laws of human nature (2 Corinthians
5:16). [ must pattern my relationships to people as Jesus did.

But that is where I fail. How can [ distrust human nature without
rejecting people? How can I love someone whose nature 1 cannot
trust?

I have 1o bring a third person into the relationship. It must be a
triangle. [ must never relate to anyone without including Jesus in the
relationship. If I do, [ will either become disappointed or suspicious. |
must realize that while human nature is not redeemable, people are.
God cannot save human nature, but He can save a person from his
nature. “God so loved the world"—the world of people, not the prin-
ciple of human nature.

If I expect too much of my loved ones and friends, I will be dis-
appointed. But [ can expect infinities of them if I am trusting Jesus in
them. It is “Christ in you" who is “the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).
I must always look at people—enemies, friends, family—not as “you"
but as “Christ in you.” Then my enemies will not become threats and
my loved ones will not become snares.

Lord, I need to keep my temper and feelings out of the way and
let nothing interfere with "Christ in them,” which gives me hope for
what would be a hopeless task otherwise. The potential person, not
the real, is my goal; and the potential keeps me from groveling in
despair.

“Therefore from now on we recognize no man according to the flesh;
even though we bave known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we
kenow Him thus no longer” (2 Corinthians 5:16).






JANUARY 13
God and Nothing

lition of my security, even though it is painful. When [ was a

young Christian I thought everything was God—and. Tt was God—
and blessing; God—and power, God—and fruitfulness. Now [ see that
everything is just God—and nothing.

Now [ fully understand why God tested Abraham's faith by
telling him 1o sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22). God gives, but He also
takes away. He must take away. God will not have me trusting any-
thing other than Himself, not even a good, lovely thing like Isaac.
God gives me vibrant health, then He takes it away and leaves me
weak and clinging. Why? To show me where my ultimate trust should
be. No sooner do I find something in which I can boast than God
takes away the object of my boasting. Not bad things, but good
things! Sermons, books, and anticles tell me constantly that the
Christian life is the greatest, the most exciting, the most rewarding life
available. But they miss the point! They tell me God adds so much o
me. As a result, my Christian life can become a shambles through false
expectancy. What really happens is that God takes away so much. He
continually removes from my life everything that would make me
earthbound, self-dependent, or experience centered.

Why were so many of the Corinthian Christians “weak . . . sickly
... and [dead]" (1 Corinthians 11:30, KJV)? Because a thing had come
between them and God. God will tolerate no “thing” between Himself
and me—even so dear a thing as my “Isaac.” But He will take nothing
away without adding the larger dimension of Himself to take its place.
Once | have given my dearest to Him, [ will hear Him say, “Now [ will
really bless you" (see Genesis 22:17).

Iwill make You the basis of my trust, Lord. I will accept Your demo-

“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will
mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they
will walk and not become weary" (Isaiabh 40:31).






JANUARY 15
To Obey Is Better

This obedience must be prompt and entire. I must leave no “bleat-

ing sheep” around. I must not try to develop faith, love, or hope,
for these things are elements of obedience. Nor must I try to develop
spiritual power, for this is the result of obedience. Obedience is my
concern; the results of obedience are God's concern. Obedience is
God's way of testing my discipleship; therefore, God's commands may
sometimes seem strange to the natural mind. I must obey God's com-
mands as literally as possible; there can be no “spiritualizing away”
what God tells me to do.

I will accept Christ as my life as well as my Savior. He is the
way, indeed, but He is also the way-shower. He shows me the life
that pleases the Father, and thus I can avoid the mistakes of the oppo-
site kind of life. He died for my sins, but this was only to make way
for the goal He has for me—His life in me. It is life, not death, that
God is interested in. Whenever death occurs it is only a means to an
end, and the only life that pleases the Father is that which the Son
exhibited on this earth. Being “saved by His life” (Romans 5:10) is lit-
erally and necessarily true. Christ's life is the absolute antithesis of the
self-life. As 1 lift up my life to Christ's, I can immediately see my
raggedness against His perfection. Then there must be confession of
sin and surrender to that life. Then I please the Father also. “Christ
who is my life” is more than a motto, a catchword. It is a glorious real-
ity, for Christ makes me more alive than any other person can. And
the life He gives me carries me forward with its inborn drive to glory
(Colossians 1:27).

Iwill realize that God expects only one thing of me—obedience.

“Behold, 1o obey is better than sacrifice, and to beed than the fat of
rams" (1 Samuel 15:22).



