
JANUARY 1 

THE CHRISTIAN'S CALL TO COURAGE 
Who among us has not learned from his own experience 

that it requires another spirit than the world can 
give to follow Christ fully? 

T here are so many who profess Christ and so few who are 
in fact Christians; so many who go into the field against Sa­
tan, and so few who come out conquerors. All may have a 

desire to be successful soldiers, but few have the courage and 
determination to grapple with the difficulties that accost them 
on the way to victory. All Israel followed Moses joyfully out of 
Egypt. But when their stomachs were a little pinched with hun­
ger, and their immediate desires deferred, they were ready at 
once to retreat. They preferred the bondage of Pharaoh to the 
promised blessings of the Lord. 

Men are no different today: How many part with Christ at 
the crossroad of suffering! Like Orpah, they go a short distance 
only (Ruth 1: 14). They profess the Gospel and name themselves 
heirs to the blessings of the saints. But when put to the test, 
they quickly grow sick of the journey and refuse to endure for 
Christ. At the first sign of hardship, they kiss and leave the Sav­
ior, reluctant to lose heaven, but even more unwilling to buy it 
at so dear a price. If they must resist so many enemies on the 
way, they will content themselves with their own stagnant cis­
terns and leave the Water of Life for others who will venture 
farther for it. Who among us has not learned from his own ex­
perience that it requires another spirit than the world can give 
to follow Christ fully? 

Let this exhort you, then, Christian, to petition God for the 
holy determination and bravery you must have to follow Christ. 
Without it you cannot be what you profess. The fearful are those 
who march for hell (Revelation 21:8); the valiant are they who 
take heaven by force (Matthew 11:12). Cowards never won heaven. 
Do not claim that you are begotten of God and have His royal 
blood running in your veins unless you can prove your lineage 
by this heroic spirit: to dare to be holy in spite of men and 
devils. 










































